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$1R GEOFFRY FALLS FOUL UPON, THE 

* SUN,. MOON, AND n 3 

IR Geoffiy's ſchemes of ating as A 

Juſtice of the Peace at Warwick, 481 
offering himſelf as a member for the 
county, at the next general election, be- 
ing fruſtrated and ſet aſide by his recep- 
tion at the ſeſſions, and the impoſſibi- 
lity of his obtaining one vote, in ſup- 
port of his pretenſions to a ſeat in par- 


liament, he betook himſelf to other mat- 


vol. 1. A ters 


. She. at 
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ters of employment, ia order to exerciſe 
the natural reſtleſsneſs of his temper. 


He now changed his plan of regulat- 
ing the affairs of mankind, to that of 
arraigning the deity, under a ſpecious 
_ pretext, and a ſhort-ſighted preſumption, 
which has diſturbed the heads, and in- 
| flamed the imaginations, of men much 
more reſpedtable on other accounts, than 
he was, but as ridiculous as himſelf, in 
their vain attempts to ſolve inexplicable 
difficulties, or to pry into the myſterious 
Er of 1 5 Almighty. 


He- ebene to prove, by a poſi- 
tion, which he ſaid was as evident to his 
ſenſes as daylight, that the ſun was a 
ſimple, incompetent meteor only, and 
that his powers were not equal to the 
taſk impoſed upon him, of reſtraining the 
boiſterous tempeſts in our atmoſphere 
from blowing us all to the d-; as alfo 
the exhalations of the earth, from ſet- 
ting him at defiance, and overclouding . 

EY «4 the 
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SIR GEOFFRY RESTLESS. 3 
the feeble luſtre of his rays, to ſuch a 


degree as to deluge us in ſpite of his 


teeth, three parts of the year with an 
inceſſant torrent of beating rains and 
ſtorms, that ſhewed him to be an aſs, 
and a poor contemptible agent, ſet over 
us to watch and protect us from the 


cruel inconveniences and buffetings un- 


der which we laboured. 


He declared that this gaudy orb of 
day that traverſes the heavens, or that 
Nands ſtill, while the planets dance round 
him to the tune of green ſleeves, was a 
mere peſtiferous coxcomb; and that (af- 


ter his glittering robes had been ſplaſhed 


and beſpattered by the infulting ele- 
ments, which laughed at his affectation 
of ſtate, and kept him in total darkneſs 
and obſcurity from the fight of men, as 
often and as long as they pleaſed) he 
availed himſelf in nothing but to flaunt 
like a fluttering beau, when he was per- 
| mitted to do it; and to blaze and to dart 
forth his contaminating rays upon the 

A 2 inhabi- 


1 
| 
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inhabitants of the earth in ſuch a pre- 

poſterous manner, as to throw them into 
the moſt violent heats and indignation, 
at the domineering and tranſitory diſplay 
of his beſpangled ornaments of dreſs; 
whoſe brilliancy, at the ſame time, was 
ſubject to the oppoſition of the moſt 
trifling cloud that choſe to contend with 
him, and to obliterate his futile glories 
in a moment from all the traces of 
their exiſtence. 


He obſerved, with great acrimony, 
that the ſetting of ſuch aa inſignificant 
trifler as the ſun to rule the elements of 
our atmoſphere, argued a very ſenſeleſs 
operation in the firſt mover of all things: 
He went in his reveries ſo far beyond 
the bounds of our limited and circum- 
ſcribed knowledge of the diſpenſations of 
- providence, as to ſay; that if the deity 
was poſſeſſed of omnipotency, he could, 
moſt aſſuredly, with equal eaſe to him- 
ſelf, have ſent a more powerful governor 
of al earth than the ſun, by whoſe” 

| means 


SIR GEOFFRY RESTLESS. ; 
means we might have been ſecured from 
the inclemency of our ſeaſons. Incle- 
mencies and contentions, he would ſay, 
that ſeemed to him to be the reſult of 
no ſpecific deſign, but the conſequence 
of mere chance and confuſion; and the 
jumbling of a parcel of inconſiſtent in- 


gredients together for the e of end- 
e ſtrifes. | 


What the plague, he would ſay, is 
the reaſon that we can have no good, 
but what muſt proceed out of evil? 
Why ſhould the productions of the earth 
for our ſupport depend upon a long train 
of wet and bad weather, that deprives 
us of all comfort, and reduces us to 
the cheerleſs inhabitants of bogs and 
{wamps, when you may ſee, with half 
an eye, that omnipotency, which could 
have ordered it otherwiſe, might have 
cauſed an eternal and blooming ſpring; 
to. ſupport us in unceaſing delights. 


A 3 - Why 


T 
1 
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Why ſhould omnipotency ſuſſer the 
ſtrange and abhorred changes from the 
violent heats, and exceſſive colds, we ſo 
ſuddenly experience, to. ſinge, ſtarve, 
burn, and freeze us, in the courſe of the 
ſame day, very frequently, to ſuch a 
- monſtrous degree, as to. make us the 
{laves to an intermitting fever during 
the whole courſe of our lives, and to 
bring on what we call a real or con- 
firmed one, that terminates in the un- 
timely death of three parts of the inha- 
bitants of this country ; who are abſo- 
lutely killed 'by the fickle heats, colds, 
burnings, and. blaſts of our climate, that 
ſo wantonly tyrannize over us, long be- 
fore they would die of old age not one 
in a thouſand reclining into the arms of 
their laſt ſleep, through a natural decay 
of all the parts together of the human 
frame, but fall a ſacrifice to the miſ- 
chievous blights of the ſeaſons, that ſeize _ 
ſome one or other of the vital powers, 
and hurry half the people of this coun- 
| | try 
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try to the grave, before they. can be 
ſaid to begin to live! CI EE 


| After Sir Ge had 0 his 
talents with ſuch remarks upon the in- 
efficiency of the ſun to rule the elements 
as the above, he would fall out with the 
moon. : ! | 


What a poor M cha is 


this! he would ſay— There never ſure- 


ly was ſuch an abortion !—ſo crippled— 


ſo maimed—that ſhe is a perfect ſhrimp 
—a ſhred—when ſhe firſt makes her ap- 
. pearance--and nothing more than a mock- 
ery upon the office which {he undertakes, 


and which ſhe ſo partially and ineffec- 


tually executes, that if we had a dozen 


ſach filly lamps, to afford us alternately, 


ſome glimmering light during: the ab- 
' ſence of the coxcomb I have been ſpeak- 
ing of, and who is properly enough ſtyled 
her: brother, they would not be capable 


of performing the taſk in any degree ade- 


te to the neceſſity. 


A 4 When 


* 
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When this {hred-of a thing, the moon, 
Giſt makes its appearance, it's gone as 


ſoon. as feen; and leaves us in utter 


darkneſs. during the whole courſe of the 


night. except, when the tempeſts, fogs, 


and devilments in the atmoſphere, will 
give us leave, we may lift up our eyes, 


and look at an innumerable diſplay of 


ſparks, called ſtars, in the lky, which ne- 


vertheleſs, are ſuch pitiful ruſh-candles, 


and at ſuch a diſtance, that they are of 


no manner of uſe to Us 
(7 : / i 


— 


K ms ip the moon, grows into 


ſize, the becomes of ſome conſequence 


to us, by cheering the gloom of the me- 
Iancholy night--but how long does it laſt? 
—why, not above one quarter of the 


time ſhe ſtays with us, on this fide of 


our globe; for though ſhe ſo ſoon grows 


| big and bombaſtical, and ſtares at us 


with all the effrontery of the moſt broad 


brazen-faced b—h upon earth, ſhe im- 


mediately gives us the flip—and after 


1iding through the heavens, when we 


> £8 C2” 
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are all faſt aſleep, to no manner of pur- 
poſe for our benefit, ſhe takes herſelf. 
off to play the ſame tricks with the inha- 
bitants of the. oppoſite hemiſphere, or. 
or what i is called the antipodes. 


Thus while Sir Geoffry was arraigning 
the diſpenſations of the deity, be was 
only proving the neceſſity of a future 
ſtate, to recompence. us for our miſerable 
exiſtence here ;- and eſtabliſhing by his. 
reaſonings, the immortality of the ſoul, 
upon the firmeſt of all rocks—Taz ETER 
NAL JUSTICE OF THE CREATOR. 


six GEOFFRY RESTLESS, _ 11 
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CHAP. x1, 
SIR GEOFFRY RESOLVES UPON TAK= 
ING UNTO HIMSELF A WIFE. 
TN tliis caſt of reflections upon the diſ- 
penſations of providence (which we 
have given to the reader as a ſpecimen 
only, and think it improper farther to 
enlarge upon) did the reſtleſs ſpirit of 
Sir Geoffry employ itfelf, until, by a 
ſudden turn of his temper to other 
purſuits, which was manifeſted upon 
all occaſions, he by accident hit upon 
the ſcheme of getting an heir. to his 
eſtate. . bet”? . | 
This idea no ſooner ſtole; into his 
imagination, than like a thief bent upon 
| A.6 miſchief. 
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miſchief, it urged him to execute his 
intentions, for the purpoſe of mortifying 
his brother Charles, and to preclude any 
proſpects, which the youth might enter- 
tain of inheriting his fortunes, ſhould he 
die without iſſue, or a will in favour of 
another perſon, 
He ad for fore time; however, 
between the marriage and the will, i. e. 
whether he ſhould immediately make 
the latter, and cut of Charles, or that he 
ihould: poſtpone it until he- tried the ſor- 
mer en ene | 


3 


Th fact he had no 1 except 
1 to leave his eſtates to, nor one 
friend or | acquaintance in the world of 
ſufficient! weight with him to engage his 
attention; ſo that this. circumſtance ob- 
literated all the traces of a will fram his 
mind, and ſet him upon the firſt hint or 
ſuggeſtion to his imagination of imme- 
. fixing on ſome proper obje& 
125 that 


SIR GEOFFRY RESTLESS. 13 
that might enſure kim ſucceſs, in deriv- 
ing to himſelf a progeny of his own to 
bequeath. his en to. 11115 ä 


And 8 it may ſeem an inconſiſt- 
ency in the character of Sir Geoffry, af- 
ter his objections to the laws of marriage, 
againſt which he had ſo vehemently ar- 
gued before the magiſtrates. at Warwick, 
that he ſhould ſo: ſoon think of conform- 
ing to them. But my dear reader, or cri- 
tic, give me leave to ſay, if thou poſſeſſ- 
eſt any knowledge of human nature, that 
there are certain characters made up and 
compoſed altogether of inconſiſtencies; 
and that Sir Geoffry, as well as his ad vi- 
ſers upon the above-mentioned buſineſs 
at Warwick, were among the number. 
This ſort of people have no ſettled prin- 
ciples, but change them from the moſt 
oppoſite extremes, as ei intereſts or 


paſſions _ the way.” = 
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Well Sir Geoffry having decided 
this point, by a determination to enter 
into the holy bands of matrimony, for 
the purpoſe of gratifying his paſſion of 
revenge upon poor Charles, in conſe- 
quence of the tranſcendent goodneſs of 
the youth, and the bleſſings which he had 
derived from his glorious exertions in 
his favour (for ingratitude is ſo common 
a fin, and excites baſe minds to the com- 
miſſion of the worſt of crimes againſt 
their benefaQors, that it may be reduced 
to a proverb) he therefore thought of 

enſuring the ſucceſs of his wicked plan, 

by coupling himſelf to a young girl, from 
bo. whom any as be certain of ifſue. 


On lande; . "us he ſoon nnd 8 
that no young lady of fortune in his 
neigbbourhood, would have any thing to 
ſay to him, ſo that who can you think, 
gentle reader, was at laſt the object of 
his choice ?— Nay—perpend, pity. and 
bei 7 for ſurely thou wilt, before this 
biſtory, | 
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hiſtory, ſhort as it will be, is concluded ; 
when I now tell thee, that the victim 
that he intended to ſacrifice to his reſent- 
ment againſt his brother Charles, was 
The beautiful Nannette ! ! ! 


During the time hi Sir Geoffry had 
been engaged in his vain and prepoſter- 
ous attempts to vilify the diſpenſations 
of providence, the affairs at the houſe 
of Benevolus continued in the myſ- 
terious way as previouſly ſet forth. 


Charles, from the importunity of Be- 
nevolus, was obliged frequently to viſit 
him, and, of courſe, to fall into the 
company of Nannette; while the latter, 
to pleaſe her father, now endeavoured 
as much as poſſible to ſhake off her re- 
ſerve in his preſence, and Charles at- 
tempted to follow her example; but, 
alas! as this was a ſevere ſtruggle be- 
tween them againſt the bent of nature, 
it was the hardeſt talk that could be im- 
Fm 


> 


poſed upon them by the moſt cruel ſſtu- 
ation that could be deviſed: for their mu- 
tual torments. | | | 


* 
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vol kad knowing the real ſtate 
of their minds, as before-mentioned, 

looked upon their reviving complacency, 
with the eyes of a good man, who can- 
not ſee through the mazes of the heart. 
He Tejoiced in the endeavours which he 
perceived in the young people, to diſſi- 
pate the clouds that had over-caſt their 
former tranquility and ſprightlineſs of 
carriage, and he hoped that there might 
Kill be ſome occurrence offer itſelf, to 
make Charles more happy iu his ſitua- 
tion and circumſtances, and, of courſe, to 
reinſtate, his- daughter, 1 in her uſual live- 
lineſs of manner, which ſhe had always 
diſcovered in his company, before the. 
death of his father. 


I IOTITT was the caſe of eule and 
Mladen, and ſuch were the ideas of Be- 
3 | nevolus 


SIR GEOFFRY RESTLESS. 17 


nevolus upon that caſe, when the latter 
received a meſſage from Sir Geoffry, to 
wait upon him, upon a buſineſs of the 
greateſt importance. 


Benevolus heſitated not a moment to 
comply with the ſummons; for though 
he cared nat what was the cauſe of it, 
he hoped an interview with the knight, 
might afford an opportunity of being of 
ſervice to Charles. 


” , 
18 P 
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THE KNIGHT MAKES X PROPOSAL TO BENEVO=- 
LUS TO: MARRY HIS' DAUGHTER, THE BEAU= 
 TIFUL NANNETTE, ——HOW RECEIVED. 


N his arrival at Sir Geoffry's, he found 

the knight over his bottle, and' pipe, 

and ſeemingly in great good-humour,— 

for it ſo: happens with perfons of à reſt- 

leſs diſpoſition, that they never feel any 

gleams of comfort, but upon the firſt 

ſtart of a freſh ſcheme, to obliterate the 

traces of their Paſt or recen diſ- 
appointments. 


Benevolus was equally pleaſed and 
furprized at the behaviour of Sir Geoffry. 
upon his defiring him to take a pipe, and 

| | fill 


N 
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fill a bumper to the health of his daugh- 
ter; a condeſcenfion” which he had never 
ſhewn before, during the very ſmall 
perſonal acquaintance he had ever had 
with him: for he was ſeldom invited to 
the, houſe in the time of the deceaſed 
knight, and had not been in company 
with Sir Geoffry ſince his father's death; 
nor did he ever expect he ſhould, in 
conſequence of Sir Geoffry's knowledge 
of his attachment to Charles. 

wi a 1 . labours 104 
zrumbles. before. its. exploſion, ſo did Sir 
Geoffry mutter to hiuifelf many inarti- 
culate ſoreboding ſounds, that agitated his 
frame, before he delivered himſelf of 
the following words to the aſtoniſhed 
Benevolus. ES 


* You may be 8 Sir,“ faid the 
knight, after my objections to the laws 
of marriage, which J made in a ſpeech 
to the magiſtrates at Warwick, and which 
oY | EO noa 
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no doubt you have heard of, that I 
ſhould be reſolved to take unto myſelf a 
wife, in exact conformity to thoſe laws 
which T fo abſolutely condemned ; but 
from other reaſons, which at this time 
operate upon my mind, and which are of 


no conſequence to you, I am determined 
to be married. | | 


«] have caſt my eyes about me, Sir, 
for that purpoſe; and as I am deſirous 
of the poſſeſſion. of youth and beauty in 
my bride, and fortune is no obje& with 
me, I have fixed my FIRE Upon your 
ain, 

re 3 ion of th ſpeech 
aud offer, Sir Geoffry drank a glaſs of 
wine, filled a ſecond pipe, and collected 
himſelf into the compaſs of that kind 
of ſhrug, and contemplative demeanour, 
which a great man diſcovers, when he 
fancies he has ſtaggered and ſtruck into 
ſi lence, his inferior with a propoſal much 

to 
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to his inte and far beyond his 
moſt flattering expectations. | 


The reader will be pleafed to recol- 
led that the honeſt heart of Benevolus, 
however wrong he might be in his judg- 
ment, had been fixed upon procuring 
the happineſs of his child, by reinſtating 
F her in all her former ſplendour, of ſitua- 
| tion; he, therefore, muſt be excuſed, as 
A man of plain parts and of little pene- 
tration, for his being dazzled with the 
_ above propoſal of Sir Geoffry, notwith- 
—_ -- ſtanding his knowledge of Nannette's ha- 
188 tred to him, on account of the knight's 
1 cruel treatment te his brother Charles, 


But a thouſand thoughts inſtantly 
crouding themſelves into his mind, of 
the favourable opportunity, which Nan- 
nette's marriage with Sir Geoffry, would 
give her of being of infinite ſervice to - 
Charles, and reconciling the brothers, 
by her influence with the knight, after 
—_ 


— 4 


. . 


8 


SIR GEOFFRY RESTLESS, 23 


ſhe became his wife, ſo perfectly to each 


other, as to obtain for the youth a reſpect- 
able eſtabliſhment for himſelf, diſſipated 
at once all his former reflections upon 
Sir Geoffry's general bad character, and 
every averſion which his daughter could 
have to ſuch an advantageous, as well as 
Tſo conciliating a propoſal. A propoſal 
that he thought, poor man, could only be 
dictated by the unerring hand of provi- 
dence, as the moſt fortunate circumſtance 
that could have happened to complete 
the happineſs of the parties. | 


After theſe warm ſuggeſtions, which 
had fired his imagination, he was going 
on with thoughts upon the virtues of his 
daughter, aud had come to a concluſion, 
that her powers were of ſuch an irrefiſt- 
able nature, that ſhe would reclaim the 
greateſt ſinner upon earth, much leſs Sir 
 Geoffry, whoſe paſt faults, great as they 
were, he now ſaw in the moſt favourable 
light, hen the knight interrupted his re- 
veries 
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veries, by a very odd queſtion, Which 


was nothing leſs than a deſire to know if. 


he meant to ſet his houſe on fire. 


Tue truth of the caſe was this, that 


Benevolus having lighted a freſh pipe 


with Sir Geoffry, at the cloſe of the 
above-mentioned. propoſal, the rapid flow 
of his thoughts, upen the occaſion, had 


| ſuch an effect upon the violent puffing of 


his tobacco, that he had filled the room 
with fo many large volumes of ſmoke, as 
very naturally to. excite the fears of Sir 


Geoffry for the ſafety of his premiſes. 


Benevolus, immediately upon the 
above intimation, knocked out his pipe, 
flew to the windows, which he opened 
with great perturbation, and aſked par- 
don of the knight for his inadvertency, 
which he declared was the effect of the 


tranſports of his mind, upon the offer 


he had made to him, and which he 
received and approved of with infinite 
thanks and gratitude; 

: | Nothing 
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Nothing material paſt afterwards at 
this interview, but ſome toaſts to the 
ſueceſs of the projet; Sir Geoffry be- 


ing much pleaſed with the hearty con- 
currence of Benevolus, while the ſpi- 


rits of the father of Nannette, were all 
up in arms to communicate the glad 


tidings to his daughter. 


VOL. 11. B CHAP, 
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C H A P. XXIV. 


——_— 


RAPTURES Or BENEVOLUS AFTER 
THE PROPOSAL OF SIR GEOFFRY, 


BENEVOLUS was flying towards his 

own habitation upon the wings of 
delight, and the tranſporting expect- 
ation that he was the meſſenger of 
every thing that could be wifhed to 
enſure the happineſs of his daughter, 
and the proſperity of Charles, when he 
met the latter ſauntering in the fields, 
and ruminating upon ſome lucky turn 
im the mind of his brother in his 


favour, that had cauſed him ſo ſud- 


denly to ſend for Benevolus; for as 
he had been acquainted with that cir- 
cumſtance, he could not conceive the 
knight would ſend for ſuch a ſtanch 

B 2 | friend 


- 


28 THE HISTORY OF 


friend of his own, but for the purpoſe 
of propoſing ſomething to his advan- 
tage, and he the rather fondled over 
ſuch change in Sir Geoffry's mind for 
his good, in couſequence of the great 
ſervices he had done the knight 'un- 
der ſo many and ſuch recent perplex- 
ities his follies had led him into. 


„ Oh!” he exclaimed, ** could it 
be poſſible that my brother might be 
ſtruck with ſome thoughts of gratitude 
for my ſervices, and ſome feelings for 
my diſtreſſed ſituation, which, aided by 
the warm friendſhip to me of Bene- 
volus, might produce, while he is in 
ſuch a temper, a ſmall participation 
in his large poſſeſſions, with which 1 
might flatter myſelf in the hope of 
being enabled, without any great pre- 
ſumption, to declare my paſſion for 
Nannette, the ſtifling of which, as T 
am now forced to do, harrows up 
my ſoul, I ſhould be the happieſt of 
men. Oh! en thought! and 
here 
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here comes Benevolus with the very 
marks of his ſucceſs upon his counte- 
nance! It is! it muſt be ſo! | 


The joftant Benevolus cakes ſight 
of Charles, he ruſhed into his arms 
in an agony of delight, and wept over 
him with the rapture of a real parent, 
whoſe beſt beloved ſon he was now 
enabled to extricate out of the moſt 
cruel. difficulties. 

As ſoon as Benevolus recovered him- 
ſelf, he cried. Oh! my dear Charles! 
thy calamities which thou + haſt borne 
ſo. patiently,. and which have given 
me ſo much uneaſineſs and concern 
on thy account, are nearly at an end. 
A circumſtance has happened that will 
reſcue thee entirely out of the clutches 
of poverty, and, what is worſe, a piti- 
ful fituation but where is Nannette? 
have you ſeen _ daughter?“ 


3 5 No 


0 


— 
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Na fir,” ſaid Charles; I have not 
| ſeen her to day,—for on my calling 
to wait upon you accarding to my pro- 
miſe, I was told by a ſervant that you 
had been ſuddenly fent fox by Sir 
Geoffry; and that being ſtruck with 
ſuch an unexpected meſſage, I had re- 
tired into the fields to ruminate up- 
on an incident, which I looked upon 
to be exceedingly extraordinary; but 
pray fir,” he continued, do tell me 
immediately what good fortune you 
have for me in ftore; for you will 
readily believe, after the bad fortune 
I have fo long experienced, I muſt be 
upon the rack till I have the Particu- 
lars of e better. 

N Now, as it frequently 1 with 
perſons who have great news to tell, 
that from the moment they hear it, 
until they get to the place where they 
can diſbarthen themſelves, they will 
run the riſk of breaking their necks 
115 over 
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over every ſtile or hedge in their way ; 
and when they are entirely in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the opportunity of gratifying 
the curioſity which. they raiſe, . and 
which they bad been in ſuch haſte 
about. to do, they will. fall. into the 
moſt prepoſterous hefrtation imagina- 
ble; and find. themfelves fo big with 
the diſcovery, . as to deprive them of 
the power of communicating it, until 
they have gone through a tedious and 
regular: fit of the-pains of labour, al- 
moſt equal to thofe which the women 
feel before the birth of a child. 


Tn like manner did it happen to 
Benevolus, for inſtead. of his imme- 
diately relieving. Charles from the moſt 
preſſing anxiety and eager deſire to be 
acquainted with his news, he would 
not impart a ſyllable of the particulars 
of it; but ſeizing him by the arm, he 
hauled him to the houſe, like a thief 
whom he had caught in the act of 
B 8 ; picking 
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POPOV his pocket; and in this violent 
agitation of their ſpirits, they appeared 
before the terrified, Nannette :—whoſe 
fright upon the occaſion almoſt bereft 


ber of her ſenſes; as the firſt idea 


that ſtruck her, from her father's ſeem- 
ingly rude, manner of lugging Charles 
after him into her parlour, was no- 
thing leſs, than Sir Geoffry having in- 
formed Benevolus of ſomething to the 
prejudice of Charles (who, ſhe had 
learned, had not left the houſe. more : 
than, a quarter of .an hour) he had 
paſſion and reſentment, had ſeized 
and brought him to her, in order that 
ſhe ſhould be a witneſs to the charges 
he vas to ee an him. T 


If = de mt e Rs 5 
an object Charles was to Nannette, 
and how ſincerely her heart was inte- 
reſted in all his concerns, however un- 


available for her own appinen, he. 


will 
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will "readily give into the terrors of 
her mind upon - the ſlighteſt appear- 
ance to his diſadvantage, and excuſe 
the lovely girl for her preſent mif-« 
taken apprehenſions. 


While Benevolus pulſed and blow- 
ed, and threw off his wig, and was 
rubbing his temples with his handker- 
chief in the utmoſt agitation, and 
Charles ſtood. with the moſt ſtriking 
marks of. aſtoniſhment at his behavi- 
our, and in the. greateſt anxiety to be 
informed of the good intended him, 
poor Nannette tottered and trembled 
as ſhe funk down upon a chair, and 
being confirmed in her ſuſpicions by 
theſe appearances, ſhie cried Oh! 


my dear father! what has Charles 


done that you have treated him ſo 
rudely, and brought him before me 
ſo much like A Sulf? 


EE „What 
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What has Charles done!“ ex- 
claimed Benevolus,— + what is it in 
his nature to do, but all poſſible good 
that the beſt and the moſt honeſt lad 
upon earth can do? My tranſports, 
my dear child,” he continued, at 


having it in my power to reſcue him 
from all his difficulties, has been the 
cauſe of my treating him, not rudely, 


Nannette, but with an exceſs of joy 
that cauſed me to worry him in the 
manner your have ſeen, and which I 
am ſure he will excuſe,” 


The tervible ——— ons of Nan- 
nette for the worſt, were as ſudden]y 
changed to the higheſt degree of ex- 


pectation for the beſt, that could hap- 
pen to Charles, in conſequence. of 


the 'above declaration of her father ; 
as ſhe, herſelf, had conceived ſome 
hopes to his advantage, at the time 
Benevolus received the meſſage to 


"0 upon Sir — which had enly 


vaniſhed 
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vaniſhed from the apparent ſcuffſe 
there ſeemed to have ariſen between 
them, on their entrance into her 
room. 55 | | 


And now the blood flew into the 
face of Nannette, as rapidly as it had 
retired; and the thoughts of ſome 
great change in Charles's - circumſtan- 
ces that might reconcile her father to 
a union, upon which all her future 
happineſs depended, as haſtily crouded 
into her head, while her heart leapt, 
and fluttered with inexpreſſible rap- 
tures. 8 


The wonderful: turn that her fa- 
ther's intimation gave to her preced- 
ing melancholy—the joy which ſlie 
manifeſted in her behaviour the re- 
ſerve to Charles, which ſhe caſt away, 
like a horrid ſcorpion that had tliruſt - 
itſelf into her breaſt, - while ſhe ſeem- 
ed ready to fly into his arms, had ſuch | 

| B 6 an 
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an effect upon Benevolus, that he 
caught her in his own, and embraced 
Her with more ardour than he had ever 
done in his life. He praiſed her for 
her former concern for the diſtreſſes of 
another, and particularly for Charles, 
and for the great joy which ſhe ſhew- 
ed, now they would moſt certainly 
ſoon be at an end;; and concluded 
that ſuch goodneſs of heart could only 
be rewarded by thoſe bleſſings which 
were ats hand to enſure the happineſs 
and Nr ranged of herfelf. 


Upon this Nanette ka her fa- 
ther to give her the particulars of the 
good fortune of Charles. But he, with 
an oath,” declared that, as he had been 
ſo delighted with them, and was by 


this time ſo exhauſted with the tumult 


they had occaſioned in his mind, he 
would not comply with her requeſt, 
until he had recovered his ſpirits with 
a pipe of tobacco, and a tankard or 
two of ale. =— 

D . While 
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While Benevolus put on his wig, 
and was giving orders to à ſervant to 
furniſi the table immediately with | 
pipes and old ſtingo, Nannette, in the 
ſofteſt tone of voice, and with a look 
of ineffable tenderneſs upon Charles, 
aſked him to acquaint her with the ſex 
cret,—But he, after ſtruggling with 
the ſounds of her voice and her en- 
chanting glances at him, which ra- 
viſhed his heart, and "almoſt deprived 
him of the power of utterance, faintly 
replied—that her father had given him 
no other ſatisfation in the matter, 
than what ſhe herſelf bad Heard: | 


| Nannette's paſſions being exceed- 
Nn warm, as the reader will recol- 
lect, from her ſpirited counſels to 
Charles, and the violent part ſhe acted 
to encourage him to reſolute meaſures 
with his brother; ſhe now ſaw no dif- 
ficulties in the way to fruſtrate ker 
moſt ſanguine hopes which took full 
poſſeſſion 


* 
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poſſeſſion of her ſoul, of a marriage 


with the only object of her deſires; 
ſince the ſole obſtacle which was to be 
ſurmounted, and which ſhe had not 
the flighteſt expectation would ever 
happen, was naw done away by the 


preſent - ſtrong. aſſurances of her fa- 


ther of the ene "proſperity of. 
her lover. 


The F Some aſſurances effaced all the. 
objecions from her mind, that Bene- 
volus could make tua her union with 
Charles, as he loved him ſo dearly, 
and the latter would ſo ſoon be ena- 
bled to place her in that elevated ſitu- 
ation which was the pride of Benevo- 


lus to ſee her in. 


She, from . motives, reſumed 
all ber uſual ſprightlineſs and vivacity, 
while Benevolus lighted his pipe, and 
puſhed about the tankard, in which he 
forced the bewildered Charles to join 


him 
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him. She. knew that ſhe was ſure of 
Charles, and that his affetions had 
been entirely fixed upon her; though 

| the had endeavoured' to hide her own. 

in his favour, from him, in which the 
believed ſhe had ſucceeded; and ſaw 
as plainly as poſſible that poor Charles, 
not being acquainted with her real ſen- 
timents, was attributing the gaiety of 
her behaviour to no other cauſe but 
mere friendſhip, and her rejoicing at 
the happy proſpect before him; while 
his heart was diſtreſſed by thoſe very 
natural fears of a lover, that, as the had 
behaved ſo remarkably ſhy to him im- 
mediately after the before-mentioned 
unguarded liberties he had taken with 
her, ſhe might reject his addrefſes when 
he ſhould be emboldened by his af- 
fluence to make a declaration of his 


paſſion. 


This circumſtance dwelt ſo much 
upon the mind of Charles, now that 
| T Ne 
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he fancied his poverty was out of the 
queſtion, that be thought upon no- 
thing elſe, and was very ill company 
to Benevolus; who plied him hard 
with the tankard to. raiſe his ſpirits ; 
and frequently. ſwore that the devil 
muſt be in him to be ſo flat and ſo 
dull after receiving ſuch good news. 


1 theſe obſervations Charles reply- 
ing by no means to the ſatisfaction of 
Benevolus, he, at laſt, took it into his 
head that Charles doubted his vera- 
city, from his having ſo long heſitated 
to give the particulars of the affair 
in Agitation. | 


This thought. no 3 ſtruck Be- 
nevolus, for he was of a haſty diſpoſi- 
tion, as may be ſeen by his actions, 
than he ſtarted up, and with the moſt 
irritated countenance exclaimed.— 1 
ſeę, fir, notwithſtanding all the proofs 
I have given yo of my excellive 
gladneſs 
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gladneſs of heart at receiving ſuch 
an indubitable, and ſuch a thorough 
knowledge of your being very ſhortly | 
above the' frowns of your brother or 
the world, that you look upon the in- 
timation as a d- d lie, and an attempt 
in me to impoſe upon you, becauſe I 
T have been ſo choked with the intel- 
ligence, that I could not unfold the 
particulars of it, until I had refreſhed 
myſelf; and ſince I find this to be the 
caſe, young man, it ſhall be ſome 
time yet before you get a ſecret out of 
me, which I now think from your ex- 
traordinary, if not- ungrateful ſuſpici- 
ons, ſhould ever be with-held' from 
your knowing any thing about the 
matter; for it will entirely depend up- 
on your good behaviour to me, and 
in my intereſt” in your favour, that 

you will have any participation in the 
fortunes of Sir Geoffry beyond the 
poor, and contemptible dependence 
upon 
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upon him, which you at preſent are 
obliged to ſubmit to. 

Inſtantly upon the cloſe of theſe 
paſſienate expreſſions, Benevolus ruſh- 
ed out of the parlour, in the moſt in- 
dignant manner and Nannette fol- 


lowed bim to endeavour to 1 10 
| his wrath. 


A e ſtruck through the heart 
of Charles, could not have given him 
more pain than the words of Benevo- 
Ius; for it was ſtriking at the very root 
of all his glorious principles, and tear- 
ing and mangling in his breaſt every 
thing which was lodged there; and all 
that he. valued, or poſſeſſed the un- 
ſullied honeſty. of his character, the 
integrity and uprightneſs of his inten- 
tions, and above all, the exceſs of his 
gratitude, and his forgiveneſs of the 
ungrateful. 


As 
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As this laſt circumſtance, which the 'N 


reader will recollect, fermed the firſt WM. 
feature in his compoſition, the cruel | 
charges of Benevolus, conſequently, 
threw him into the utmoſt diſorder of 
his ſenſes, and he remained for a con- 
ſiderable time under its preſſure in a 
perfect ſtate of ſtupefaction. 
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. XXV. 


DECLARATION OF A MUTUAL FLAME BE- 
TWEEN CHARLES AND NANNETTE.—MI- 
SERY TO WHICH SIR GEOFFRY'S PROPOSAL 
REDUCED THE LOVERS, 


ENEVOLUS on his entrance into 
the hall met two of 'his old ac- 
quaintance, who told him that they 
were come to ſmoke a pipe with him. 


As he looked upon this to be the 
moſt lucky circumſtance that could 
poſſibly have happened, in his pre- 


ſent ill humour with the company of 


Charles, he received them very cor- 
dially; and ſetting aſide entirely all 
thoughts of communicating the par- 

ticulars 
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ticulars of the intelligence he had 
brought from Sir Geoffry, to any one, 


for the preſent, he ordered the neceſ- 
fary accommodations for his friends, 


and joined them over the pipe and 
the tankard with ſuch glee and high 
ſpirits, that Nannette, who knew the 
real cauſe of Charles's inattention to 
her father's remonſtrances; which had 
thrown him into ſuch a paſſion, was as 
glad as he was upon the preſent inter- 


ference of his viſitors to take off the 


edge of his ire, and to reduce him to 
a compoſure, which would enable her 
to rectify his miſtakes, and to bring 
him to a perfect reconciliation with 
the cendud of her lover. —She, there- 
fore, afliduouſly attended him until the 
table was completely furniſhed : and, 
with the bewitching ſmiles of a feraph 
upon him, as ſhe retired, ſhe left him 
in freſh raptures with the thoughts of 
his having it in his power to reward 
her far all her dutiful care; and at- 
5 FE _ tention 
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| tention to his pleaſures, as well as 
every other concern to promote his 
happineſs. 22 ; 


On her return to Charles the found 
him giving vent to the ſhock which he 


| had received, from the cruel words of 


Benevolus, in a flood of tears, that 
convulſed his frame, and reduced him 
to the moſt miſerable object that the 
indifferent eye of a ſpectator to his 
'Concerns, or the nature of his cala- 
mities, could behold, 


To. Nannette, who knew the cauſe 
of his woes, and had it in her power 
to relieve them, in a moment, he ap- 
peared ſo forlorn, and ſuch a wretched 
creature, that, under the influence of 
the natural impetuofity of her temper, 
and the goodneſs of her heart, ſhe was 
reſolved not to let ſlip the preſent op- 
portunity, while her ſpirits were all up 


in arms in his fayour, to make a diſ- 


covery 


— 


as TIE HISTORY or 


covery of her paſſion for him, what- 
ever blaſhes or confuſion the arduous 
taſk m6. 850 coſt her. einten 
B. Edduvvert; ſhe via: her Wal 
inclination, to diſcloſe the ſecret of 
her love, by an artſul attempt, firſt of 
all, to draw e him a ane 


his on. . e eee 


Ks Tina: fixed in this deter- 
mination, at the fight of Charles's 
_ dreadful ſituation, ſhe raiſed him from 
his chair, and taking him to another, 
by the fide of which was one conve- 
niently placed for herſelf, ſhe ſat down 
by him, and with an eager look full 
in his face, ſhe cried “ Oh! Charles! 
what could poſſibly be the meaning of 
your cold behaviour to my father's 
warm expreſſions, and extravagant de- 
light, at a circumſtance he had to im- 
part purely on your own account, and 
ſolely for your benefit??? 


Where 
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„Where is he?” ſaid Charles, do 05 | 

let me go immediately, and fall at his + 
feet, and aſk him ten thouſand pardons | 
for. having given riſe to his indigna- N 
tion, by a conduct ſo far from my N 
broken heart to excite in him, that I 
would rather die than live a minute 
longer under his diſpleaſure; for in- 
deed, I did not mean to offend him.“ 


% Surely, I muſt believe you,“ ſaid 
Nannette, but do tell me what could 
be the reaſon of that ſtrange reſerve in 
you, which threw him into ſuch 2 


horrid paſſion ? * 


« I. don't know what it was that & 
ſtaggered me,—pray take me to him, | 
that I may clear myſelf of the execra- 

ble crime of ingratitude, and eſpecially 

to him, and I will endeavour to ſecure 
myſelf under the ſhelter of the recti- * 
tude of my actions, from every other | 
calamity, however dreadful, which I 
may be obliged to ſtruggle with.“ 

VOL, 11, GC 3 


* 


vo THE HISTORY OF 


* You can't fee my father now,“ ſaid 
Nannette, with the ſmiles of an angel; 
he is in company with ſome friends 
| who have called upon him, and in a 
fair way to be in an excellent humour 
very ſoon, to Teceive your apology for 
your myſterious behaviour. Calami- 
ties, did you ſay, Charles, that y 
may. be obliged to ſtruggle with: 
What calamities can you have to ſtrug- 
gle with after the reſpectable participa- 
tion in your brother's fortunes, which 
my father 'has' aſſured you is at hand 
to chaſe away all your grievances? for 
1 never heard of any others which you 
laboured under, and certainly, from 
our long intimacy, Charles, I muſt 
have been acquainted with them; if 
there were any ſuch calamities in em- 
_ as you ſpeak of. N 


"Here Charles fetched a deep 1 1 5 
and endeavoured to avoid any further 

converfation upon the ſubject. But 
Nannette, 
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Nannette, convinced of the cauſe of 
his grief, and eager for his immediate 
declaration of it, conjured him, as he 
valued her friendſhip, and upon pain 
of his never ſeeing her again, to diſ- 
cloſe. the ſecret of his miſery to her 
that gery inſtant. q 


iS Ibarles, rouſed as he always was, 
by the fire of Nannette, from any 
ſtate of deſpair, took courage to utter, 
in a tremulous tone of voice, the fol- 


lowing words: 


LNannette“ he faid-- «to he fure 
it muſt appear very extraordinary to 
you, that, inſtead of my receiving the 
intimation from your father, of my 
being reſcued out of a pitiful ſtate of 
3 dependence, with joy, 1 ſhould loſe all 
my fpirits in the manner I have done; 
but there was a greater happineſs 
which ſtruck me upon the receipt of 
this good news, the fears of my never 

C 2 being 
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being worthy of attaining it, chefed 
the other entirely out of my thoughts, 
as of no conſequence to me, except 
that of being the means of procuring 
what I cannot expect, and what no 
fortune, however immenſe, can re- 
compence me for the loſs of.” 7 A 
Here Charles heſi tated again,” anc 
would totally have given up any fur- 
ther account of his pains, but for the 
animating voice of his "7 mh who 
1 him to Proceed. CLONE 


*« You know, Nannette,“ he conti- 
nued, ſtammering, ** that I ſhould ne- 
ver have dared to think of you, —yes, 

I have thought of you—but I mean 
as a—that is—except I was — in cir- 
cumſtances—to do ſo— and the mo- 
ment I perceived there was a likeli- 
hood of my being rich enough to pro- 
pole myſel I recollected the hatred- 
and diſguſt you diſcovered to me on 


— 
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my audacious careſſes of you, in con- 
ſequence of my exceſs of gratitude, 
for the ſervices you had rendered me; 
and from the ſevere puniſhment which 
you have iuflicted upon me ever ſince, 
by your great reſerve in my com- 
pany until this day, I can have no 
hopes of you, but as à friend —and 
that—Oh! that, Nannette, is too cold 
a name for the dear one I would 
now aſpire to, and which I would 
give the world, was I in the poſſeſſion 
of it, you would permit me to call 
myſelf.“ 


1 What name, Charles: ?” the aa 


exclaimed. 


by The moſt faithful lover upon 
earth,” he faintly replied, as he leaned 
back upon his chair, and ſeemed to 
be on the. verge of linking. into the : 
arms of death. 


0 3 At 
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At this inſtant the lively ſpirit of 
his charmer, darted upon him, through 
her brilliant eyes, ſuch flaſles of ex- 
ulting lightning, that he could not 
help perceiving, that ſhe was pleaſed 
with her conqueſt, whatever might be 
her determination in couſequence of 
it; and he, therefore; felt: himſelf em- 
boldened by her behaviour, to make 
a full diſcovery of a paſſion, which he 
thought {ſhe had been totally unac- 
quaint ed with, until the preſent mo- 
ment of his declaration of it. 


But how muſt it delight all bearts,. 
as it did the honeſt heart of Charles, 
upon Nannette's immediate diſcovery 
to him, of her ardent flame in his fa- 
vour, and the reaſons which had Bo 
it o ank ſmothered in her breaſt. 


| - Theſe a nab ah? oe is; 

acquainted with, being the objections 
| that Ru father would. make to Charles's 
1 | 
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poverty, now vaniſhed with all their 
train of torments; and the lovers en- 
jayed the ſeeming happy proſpect be- 
fore them with inexpreſſible tranſ- 
ports; and ſtarted from the warmeſt 
careſſes and embraces of each other 
to receive ſrom Benevolus, as he enter- 
ed the parlour, the particulars of his 
ſtory, that was to lead them to the con- 

ſummation af their blifs.. 


That the devil, who. 75 agents 
enough in this world, to do bis buſi- 
neſs, ſhould employ the good, the fond 
Beuevolus, as one of the infernal mi- 
niſters, to plunge his beloved daughter, 
his only child, into all the horrors of 
the damned, is a circumſtance that 
exliibits- the arts of the original decei- 
ver of mankind in colouring ſo glaring, 
that no one will diſpute, aſter this fla- 
grant inſtance of his craft, the exceſs 
of his cunning, and the malevolenee 
of his Proceedings. | | 


G4 - Fluſhed 
— i 
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- Fluſhed with the fumes of his pipe, 
and his tankard, Benevolus, who had 
parted witli his friends in the hall, and 

to whom, by his frequent ſtarts and in- 
coherences of converſation, he had ap- 
peared to be quite beſide himſelf, took 
a2 chair, and ſitting down by Nannette, 
3 for he weuld hardly look at Charles, 
be ſaid— Who do you think I have 
—  ., _ © got for you my dear girl, for a lover? 


358 I can't tell, papa,” ſaid Nannette, 
ſmiling, ** You are joking me ſure—- 
I thought the only affair you had to. 
diſcover to me was the particulars of; 
the "owe fortune of Charles.” ent! 


204. hang: 3 bes a; ſad dog,” 
ſaid Benevolus. 


0 No 3 not, papa! — ſaid Nan- 
nette, he has told me the cauſe of his 
lukewarm return to you for the good 
news you brought him, and which I. 

ä | - am. 
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am certain will perfectly ſatisfy you, if | | | 
you will give him leave to explain the. 
matter to you.“ 


As a man of a bad heart, when in- 
flamed with drink, will puſh his diabo- 
lical principles to the -greateſt extre- 
mity, againſt the perſon whom he 
means to injure, ſo, it ever happens. 

with a man of honour and integrity, 
in the ſame fluſtered ſituation, that the 
ſighteſt appearance in the carriage. of 
another, to ſuſpect his veracity, will. 
fire his imagination to ſuch a degree, 
as to render every attempt, for the. 
preſent, to pacify his reſentment, en- 
tirely ineffectual. . Benevolus, there- 
fore, in conſequence of the pride of 
his - virtues having been; hurt, by 
Charles's former reſerved behavior: 
would not hear a tittle he now deſin ired 
to ſay in his own: vindication ; but, 
caſting upon him ſtrong tokens in his 
books of his increaſt ing anger, he ſilen- 
; : C 5 5 ced 
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ced the youth, and addreſſing himfelf 
to his daughter, he thus delivered him- 
ſelf at laſt of the tremendous ſecret. 


705 Notwithſtanding, my dear girl, Sir 
Geoffry's late arguments, before the 
magiſtrates at Warwick, againſt the 
laws of marriage, he is now reſolved” 
upon a wife; and the cauſe of his. 
ſending for me in ſuch a hurry, was. 
a propoſal which he has in the moſt 
ſolemn manner made to me, to marry 
you without a ſhilling; and to fix you 
in that ſplendid ſituation as his wife, 
which you know has always been the 
moſt ardent wiſh: of my dan to ſee 


ye: in WR X 

N hs can TY be?” faid 8 
wombling, and turning as pale as 
aſhes, * How does it agree with your 
heated communication to- Charles, who 
ſeemed to be the principal object in 
your view, of forme great bleſſings that 
= were 


> 


— 
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were to be derived to him, and in 
which I ſeemed to be entirely out of 
the queſtion, excepting only as a ſharer 
in that joy on his account, which you 
ſo warmly expreſſed yourſelf.” : 


4 Why, you hoes Nanneite,” faid 
Benevolus, that I always loved 
Charles, until now that I deſpiſe him; 
and meeting him firſt, my thoughts 
were bent upon the ſervices you would 


be. enabled to render him, in conſe- 


quence of your influence with Sir 


Geoffry, when. you became his wife; 


and, from your own friendſhip for 
him, as well as mine, I promiſed my- 
ſelf we ſhould combinedly be empow- 
ered by theſe. means, to place him in 
a very reſpectable ſituation, out of the 
maar of Sir Geoffry's fartunes-': 


A ſcene ſo. ſuddenly 3 from 


the exceſs of joy and happy proſpects, 
to the moſt dreadful POO | 
0 8 that. 
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that a concurrence of: the moſt horrid. 
circumſtances, which the evi] geniuſes, | 
if there are ſuch, attending upon the 


affairs of thankin® could” produce, to 


blaſt the hopes of a couple of lovers, 
never ſorely was ſo compleatly exhi- 


| bited as upon the Prevent occaſ on. 


Nahnetie inſtantaneouſly ſaw io 
miferable fi ituation, in all its black and 
frightful colouring; and that nothing 
could have happened to deprive her 


of Charles fo effectually, as this moſt 


abhorred propoſal of Sir Geoffry's; an 
incident the more grievous, as ſhe 
bated him, and tlie thoughts of a con- 
nection with him, as ſhe loathed and 
would avoid the devil, and as her love 
and delight to do every thing to pleaſe 


her father would, by her refuſal in' the 


only inſtance he had ſet his heart up- 


on, reduce him to a ſtate of woe, that 
would be an intolerable ſhock to her 


ſenſibility to behold. a 
Preiſed 
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Preſſed down. by theſe thoughts. 
which flew into her imagination as ra- 
pidly as ſo many ſtrokes of lightning, 
ſhe ſunk lifeleſs in her chair, and re- 
mained as a dead thing until a violent - 
hyſteric fit, or ſomething like it, rouſed 
her frame into the moſt terrible con- 
vulſions; while her ſhrieks and inarti- 
culate lamentations, were the ſole. bu- 
ſineſs of the houſe. to compoſe; the 
ſervants flocking into the. room to- 
offer their aſſiſtance. 


In this ſtate of things, nothing could 
be explained. e ſtared like a 
man bewildered and beſet by a hoſt of 
infernals.— The women, finding Nan- 
nette's ſtruggles and cries increaſe up- 
on her, carried her away to her bed- 
chamber; and Charles, perceiving him- 
ſelf quite diſregarded, and it now get- 
ting dark, retired to Sir Geoffry's, 
like a ghoſt that had eſcaped from the 
manſions of the dead, to fright the 
inhabitants of the earth, | 
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FARTHER EPFECTS OF THE PRE CE» 
DING DISCOVERIES... 


HE immediate-conſequence of the 
violent ſhock upon Nannette's 
quick ſenſibility, was à raging fever 
which ſoon brought her to the brink. 
of diſſolution. She lay in a ſtate of. 
delirium for feveral days; during which 
Benevolus was reduced to almoſt as. 
ſenſeleſs a ſituation; while be. hovered: 
over her with the anxiety of a fond 
father who was going to be deprived 
of all the” comforts. he had in this 
world, and entirely ignorant - of the. 
cauſe of his misfortune, —his daugh- 
ter's reaſons for her aſtoniſhing fright 


at Sir Geoffry's ou poſal, which had 
thrown 
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thrown her into ſuch dreadful convul- | 
ſions, and the moſt alarming and dan- | 
gerous complaint. | 


Charles, in the mean time, moped | 
about the premiſes from morning till 
night, and ſometimes all night, mak- 
ing by ſtealth, as many inquiries, and 
as often as he could, among the ſer- 
vants into the caſe. of Nannette ; for he 
durſt not approach Benevolus, who 
was not in a ſtate of mind to be 
ſpoken to DF: him. 


The fatal fit ol. icknefs with which 
he found ſhe was ſtruggling, and the 
great probability of her ſinking. under 
its preſſure, Charles ſupported with 
a becoming reſignation, and a. manly. 
fortitude. 


"His hopes of poſſeſſing 13 had a 
ſo utterly. defeated, by the interference 
af his brothes, that * ſaw no e 

in 


r % 
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in reſerve for her or himſelf, but in 
the grave; and he waited for the news 
of her. departure with a melancholy 
hope of ſoon. purſuing her ſpirit, 

and a pleaſing ſatisfaction in finding 
that their ſouls had been long united, 
and that they would ſhortly be in an 
inſeparable condition, where no croſs- 
events could intervene, to prevent 
their perfect enjoyment of each other. 


Sir Geoffry hearing of Nannette's 
lying at the point of death, and con- 
ſequently of his own diſappointment, 
flew, as uſual with him, into the moſt. 
| ſhocking: accuſations againſt the diſ- 
penſations of providence. He, not 
looking beyond the precincts of this 
world into a ſtate of future retribu- 
tions, for the particular calamities, the 
moſt worthy of the human race, ſuffer 
here, and fancying that the higheſt: 
gratification of bliſs to Nannette, would- 
have been. | in..a marriage with himſelf, - 

| charged 


charged the ſeeming intervention of 

the deity; upon this event, to his pe- 

culiar malevolence, and his delight in 

the DAE and hn mg of. 
his: Creatures, 


Thus this t Gabted nailer, - like 
all of his own ſtamp, was totally 
miſtaken in his judgment upon the 
caſe before. him, for no horrible cala- 
mity could have befallen Nannette, 
equal to a junction with ſuch a wretch 
as he was; ſo entirely incapable of 
affording. ber. the leaſt - 4 apa of. 
comfort i in the connexion. 


Nature en ſoon follow. a 
prey to the fire of Nannette's diſtem-- 
per, had it not been for the aſſiſtance 
x of an old and venerable- phyſician 
1 from Warwick (whoſe ſimple and un- 
4 affected manners, are as remarkable as 

he is eminent in his profeſſion) toge- 
ther. with the cloſe attention of the 
a” _ Preparer. 
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preparer and adminiſter of the medi- 
eines, a young gentleman from the 
ſame place, (whoſe politeneſs, good 
ſenſe, and good nature, are only tinc- 
tured by rather too much diffidence, 
and. ſomewhat of a blameable abſent 
turn of mind in his common de- 
portment.) 


With theſe helps Nannette's fever 
took a favourable turn at its criſis; 
and notwithſtanding the anxiety of 
her mind, when ſhe became again 
capable of reflecting upon her fruf- 
trated hopes, the ſoon was reinſtated: 
in her former health of body, by the 
gentlemen who had ſnatched. her from 
the jaws of the grave. 


But as the ſurprizing recovery of 
Nannette, will open a large field for 
ſpeculation, which her death would 

have put an end to, we will leave the 
reader in poſſeſſion of an event which 
1653.5 - no. 
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no doubt will. pleaſe him, while we 
ſtop to take a little breath, before we 
purſue our deſcription of ſo many 
| | difficulties, into which our hiſtory is 
now become involved. 
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N ANNETTE REFUSES SIR GEO 
-FRY 8 PROPOSAL. . 


. | GOMETTIE after the- recovery 8 

Nannette, Benevolus hegan to ſhew 

evident tokens of a great deſire to re- 

new the ſubject to her of Sir Geofiry's 

propoſal : but he was checked in his 

deſign by the fear of thoſe conſe- 

quences, which his former intimation 

had given riſe to, and the ſtudied re- 

ſerve of his daughter, upon l ſug- 
geſtion of the kind. 


He, at length, however, became To 
ſtrongly impelled to know the particu- 
lar reaſons for her horror at the pro- 
poſal, 


_ * 2 ; . — ; 
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enen 
be feund her in tolerable ſpirits, to 
communicate that wiſh in the moſt 
tender and affetionate manner. 


| Nannette perceiving that os was 
now obliged in duty to be explicit 
with her father, ſince he ſtill perſiſted, 
though in the moſt gentle terms, to 
have an account of her objections to 
Sir Geoffry. fell upon her knees, and 
began to pour forth her ſoul i in a very 
affecting manner. 


The een of her frame, and the 
vehemence of her looks and expreſſi- 
ons frighting Benevolus, he raiſed her 
up, ſeated her by him in a chair, and 
in the moſt ſoothing way deſired her 
to be calm, and not to throw herſelf a 
ſecond time into that commotion of 
ſpirits, which on the former occaffon 
had like to have proved ſo fatal. 


After 


| | 71 
Aſter a pauſe of ſome length, as ſhe 
held down her head, and wiped the 
tears from her eyes, ſhe raiſed the 
lovelieſt countenance of diſtrefs that 
ever was beheld, full in the face of 
her father; whoſe feelings at the ſight 
of it, plunged him into ſuch a ſympa- 
_ thetic glow of the tender emotions, 
that his viſage became a ſtriking coun- 
terpart to her own, while ſhe reſum- 
ed and continued the ſtory of her 
woes. Frakes N 


My deareſt, deareſt father, ſhe 
ſaid, taking him by the hand, I 
have often liſtened to your fond wiſh- 
es to place me in an elevated ſituation 
in life, with the higheſt reſpect for 
your goodneſs; and I ſhould moſt cer- 
tainly have ſacrificed a great portion 
of my own peace of mind, to promote 
your happineſs; but ſurely my papa, 
you cannot be ſerious in an attempt 
to throw me into the arms of ſo horrid 

| a wretch 


2 wretch as Sir Geoffry, for the ſake 
of his fortune, . when you muſt know 
that all the wealth in the world could 
not compenſate for the miſerable life 
I muſt live with him, or any woman 
upon earth, except a broken-ſpirited 
- pauper that he bad taken out of a 
workhouſe to feed and attend to his 
humour. | 


„Oh! good God! good C God! pa- 
pa” ſhe cried, though you were ex- 
cuſable in being dazzled at firſt with 
*the offer—for heaven's ſake, think of 
the conſequences to me, now you will 
have time to reflect upon them, and 
never mention the execrable offer 
W W 88 


58 «.You 4 had a e rock be- 
fore you of the inevitable deſtruction 
of your daughter, ſhould ſhe comply 
with your requeſt, in that the bare 
intimation of it, brought her ſo near 
to the grave. 


„ was 


; — a” 
— # 


| — 
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circumſtance alone would have pre- 
vented you from harping upon the 
theme again; but ſince, as I flatter 
myſelf, from the delicacy with which 
Your. hints have been urged, your mo- 


tive now, in deſiring me to give my 
reaſons for my objediion to Sir Geoffry, 


is to hear them and to Arent by my 
determination. | 


FM 1 deal ak. . too „a 


iy ſee you are moved-=but I feel | 


more for you than for myſelf; and I 


think I ſhould be the moſt cruel crea- 


ture in nature, were I to ſuffer, by my 
hypocriſy, any idea to remain in your 
mind, that I ever can ſubmit to a pro- 


pofal ; which ſooner than to acquieſce 
in—to.die would be a comfort to live 


upon alms, a conſolation—but to reſide 
with, and to do every thing in my pow- 
er, as I have done, to contribute to the 
domeſtic happineſs of * th 

Yours Ut, D. 


A was in n papa, that that 
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be the 5 felicity upon earth he has 
it now in his own power to beſtow 
upon his daughter; who upon her 
knees again preſſes him to take her 
under his protection, and to reſcue her 
from the intended perſecution of Sir 
Geoffry. | 


This decided reſolution of Nannette, 
ſo ſtaggered Benevolus, that, raiſing 
her up, and embracing her with great 


_ agitation, he retired from her preſence, 
ſpeecl E. bann and confuſed. 
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C HA P. XXVIIL. 


A PATHETIC SCENE BETWEEN CHARLES AND 
5 NANNETTE.. 


FROM the time that Charles had left 
Nannette in the fit which the diſ- 
covery of Sir Geoffry's propoſal had 
thrown her into, until the day that Be- 
nevolus renewed the hateful offer, as 
related in the laſt chapter, he had ne- 
ver dared to viſit her, in conſequence 
of the impoſſibility of his wiping off her 
father's diſguſt at his luke warm behavi- 
our, by an explanation which could 
not now be given, as the reader will 
recollect, it was an intended offer of 
himſelf, under the idea that the par- 
ticulars of the news which Benevolus 
was about to impart, amounted to ſuch 
— 2 eats 


4 en increaſe to his nn | 
Benevolus, inſtead of the .one which 


hopes as well as thoſe of Nannette. 


throw himſelf in the way of Benevolus 
in order to try if he had forgotten the 
circumſtance; but he- found upon theſe 


Ser at his ſeeming ſuſpicions of the ſin- 
cerity of his intentions towards him, 
before he communicated the dreadful 
ſecret, which threw every thing, into 
confuſion, . and was Wente PR ſo ma- 
ee. N clas tht 
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that would make the offer agreeable to 


ſo ſuddenly blaſted all Charles's fond 


"to ſometimes, however, eg to 


occaſions, that Beneyolus always retain- 
ed inſtances, in his manner, of his an- 


A ſhyneſs, therefore, took place in 
—_ breaſt. of Benevolus, of his preced- 
ing warm regard for Charles, which the 


latter could not reRify, without reced- 


8 from that Brig une of truth, which 
FETT he 


1 3 4 8 5 
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he conſidered too ſacred to be trifled 


with, for the whole world, or even 7 for 


Nannette-! n 

This b boluivieat of Charles 
to Benevolus, the reader will be pleaf- 
ed to remember, was the reſult of 


his fears of obtaining the affections of 


Nannette, upon the ſtrong aſſurances 
of her father that he had got ſomething 
in embryo for him from Sir Geoffry's 
that would place him in a reſpectable 
ſituation. His - embarraſſment” upon 


that buſineſs, threw Beneyolus into the 
violent paſſion with him which has 


been deſcribed, and ended in a hy- 
neſs which he could not prevent, by 
a declaration of a fact, that would 
give riſe to ſo many miſchiefs, and 
which he was ſo utterly incapable of 


| being the inſtrument to Produce.” 


But Nene we are too nice in 
drawing back ſo frequently the reader's 


attention to former particulars yet as 
D : „„ 
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we would have him go along with us 
through all the mazes, and intricacies 
of our hiſtory, and as the greateſt 
events often ariſe from the moſt tri- 
fling caufes, we hope he will excuſe 
us for our repetitions, — the miſtake of 
any one point of previous matter being 
of fuch confequence as to'caule'! a leem- 
* nnn in our + ol 


While Charles waſted his time and 
uwogbes upon the delicacy of his ſitua- 
tion, Nannette was labouting under her 
diſeaſe and the apprehenſions, which 
| the conceived, upon her recovery, 
would be the reſult of it—the renewal 
of her father's propaſal to her of Sir 
Geoffry : but no' ſooner had ſhe ſhas 
ken off her terrors upon that event, by 
her Poſitive refuſal of him, in her 
| ſpeech to Benevoalus, than the natural 
{ fire of her ſpirit began to blaze out in 
I a” reanimation fimilar to her former 


e! - and finding, from the ſervants - 
| that 
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that her father, immediately upon his 
leaving her room after her refuſa], had 
taken his horſe to viſit ſome friends 
at a diſtance, ſhe ſent a meſſage to 
Charles, N his company to tea. 


- Charles happening to be on a welk 
from Sir Geoffry's towards tbe farm, 
met the meſſenger not far from the 
houſe; and as his whole thoughts were 
always bent upon Nannette, and the 

cruel reverſe of fortune, that had de- 
prived him of all hopes of poſſeſſing 
her, his fpirits, on receiving in ſo fa- 
miliar a way an invitation to drink tea 
with her, took the inſtant alarm, and 
he conceived nothing leſs, than that 
ſhe had reconciled her father to his 
continuation of his viſits, and that 
ſome happy change was in reſerve 
for him. | 


He, conſequently, 3 before 
* charmer in great perturbation of 
9 11 
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mind, Ao, he found reclining upon f 
an eaſy chair in a thoughtful en | 
1 ng poſition. 


—— e. 
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She deſired ; wg ty, on his en- 
| trance, and wiſhing her joy on her re- 
covery, to take a ſeat, and aſked him, 
| '* _ deliberately, how it eame to paſs that 

her 3 had reached him ſo ſoon. 


He told her wat ever - Gnce the un- 
happy circumſtance that cauſed ſo 
much confuſion on the evening he was 
obliged to leave her in ſuch a dread- 

ful ſituation, he had ſcarcely been any 
where elſe, but ſtrolling near the ſeat 
of all his wiſhes, griefs, and diſa p- 
pointments, and that he had met her 
ne not a e of a mile off, 


} - 


Mennstte F: Shed; and Gs look- 
ing ſtedſaſtly at the fire - place, or, 
more properly, at vacancy; for her 


mind p ed o renek, in a croud 
' ; of 


l 
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ak various reflections, that an abſence 
from any particular object, obliged 
Charles to interrupt her reverie, by 
the N e fi 5 . | 


ke « What are you thinking. of Kan 
nette: | 


© I hardly know what I am thinking 
of, Charles; I am exceedingly per- 
plexed, —I am very unhappy. My fa- 
ther has at laſt renewed the odious 
propoſal of your brother to me; and 
though, on my refuſal of it, I gave 
him ſuch concluſive: reaſons for my ſo 
doing, yet he retired from me in ſuch 
an eſtranged way, that I am ſure he is 
. not- ſatisfied, and will look upon my 
not coinciding. with his wiſhes, as un- 
dutiful, obſtinate, and perverſe; for I 
have learned, before I ſent for you, 
that he is gone to his principal advif- 
ers upon this buſineſs, - ſome very 
worthy, worklly acquaintance of his, 
| 95 who 
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who think that' every thing ſhould 


give way to affluence, and an elevated 


ſituation in life.” 


But do you think, Nannette,” ſaid 


Charles eagerly, ** that you ſhall ever 


be prevailed upon by any conſidera- 


tion to accept of this offer?” 


No, Charles, no.— I know my 


duty to myſelf, as well as that to a fa- 


ther ;—I will not marry without his 


conſent; but no reaſons, nor force 


upon earth, thall compel me to com- 


mit ſuch a monſtrous act, as to enter 
into the ſacred bonds of marriage with 


the man I hate. The dreadful conſe- 
quences attendipg ſuch a deed, appear 
before my eyes, in ſuch a magnitude 
of guilt, that I will turn them away 
from Sir Geoffry, with horror and af- 
fright at the connexion, though my 
poor father's diſappointment and ſor- 
row upon” the occaſion, ſhould, as it 
may do, break my heart,” : 
GENE | This 
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This laſt reflection drawing tears 
from her, interrupted for ſome time a 
continuation of her reſolutions, while 
Charles accompanied in filence, the 


diſtreſſes of the lovely ſufferer. 


As ſoon as ſhe- recovered herſelf 


| the proceeded : 


© I avoided ſor a long time, Charles, 
giving my father an opportunity of re- 
viving this horrible fuit.—T reſtrained - 
myſelf from intimating any deſire to 


ſee you, ſince I perceived that Bene- 


volus was not perfectly reconciled to 
your ſeeming offence to him; but upon 
his forcing me in a manner, at laſt, to-- 
be explicit with him, IJ have been ſo, . 


and I muſt and will abide by my de- 


termination. I have defired that I 


might live with him in my former ſe- 


dulous attention to him as his daugh- 
ter; with this proviſo, that he ſhall . 
forbear perſecuting me any farther up- 


on the ſubject of Sir Geoffry. 
. BE Finding 
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© Finding my heart ſomewhat eaſ- 
ed, upon this ſettling of the buſineſs 
before him, I took the reſolution, on 
his leaving me, to ſend for you; and 
as you are no obſtacle in the way to 
his wiſhes, or rather, as he knows no- 
thing of our attachment, he cannot re- 
fuſe me the conſolation of your ac- 
quaintance, which I will ſomehow or 
another, pave the way for, by chaſing 
out of his mind the dealt he has tak- 
en n againſt FR: 


* You know, Charles, I am always 
deciſive in my purſuits; we muſt (as 
you may perceive by my ſerene beha- 
viour) not talk of love any more; but 
regulate our conduct by our uſual ſtrict 
rules of friendſhip, and the moſt exact 

decorum. As it ſeems determined by 

the fates, or ſomething worſe, that I 
cannot marry you, Charles, I will ne- 

ver marry any one elſe; but ſpend my 

days in comforting my father, and in 
that melancholy PRANUT,”" which is 
_> 
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only left. Pa me now, of enjoying: your 
company as often as our diſcretion will 
render it proper and convenient. 


oy © The obſtacle. now 1s paſt — canſ- 
ed me to be ſo ſhy, and prevented me 


from behaving in this free manner I 


do now.—That which I wiſhed of all 
things not to be known, an accident, 
or a falſe glare of good fortune, has diſ- 
covered. The fatal ſecret of my love, 
Charles, was ſnatched from me. It 
was taken by ſurprize, urged by the 


natural impetuoſity of my temper; 


and ſince you are in the. poſſeſſion of 
it, Charles, I have reſolved to baniſh 
all reſerye witn you. 


3 Our ſituation now makes it neceſ- 


fa ary for us to attempt that refined ſpe- 
cies of love, ſo much ſpoken of among 
writers, wherein the ſouls of the ſexes 
are perfectly united, without any inter- 


mixture of the groſſer paſſions. Vou 


n will pardon me ſaying JETER more upon 
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ſo: delicate a ſubject.— I know myſelf 
capable of what J intimate, and I. 


hope you are ſo. . Let us continue our 


friendſhip, Charles, in the ſame ſerene 
way we uſed to do; and caſt into ob- 
livion the circumſtances that gave riſe 
to, as well as the tumult of, thoſe vi- 
olent emotions which have deranged 


our former e 


She was going to proceed with ſome 
more conſolatory reflections upon their 
ſituation; but the dreary proſpect of 
ſuch an inanimate negative propoſal of 
happineſs, not at all agreeing with the 
natural warmth of her conſtitution, or 


in fact with nature itſelf, ſhe was over- 


whelmed at the horrid view, and could 


not prevent the returning ſtruggles of 


her paſſions againſt it, from throwing - 
her into great agitations, as the dropt 
the ſubject, and leaned her forehead | 
upon her hand, a picture of ineffa- N 
ble ſorrow. 


Charles 
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Charles had liſtened attentively to 
her fatal words, and though he always 
was enamoured of the muſic of her 
voice, the ſad tendency of that muſic 
now, baniſhed, a ſecond time, his ri- 
ſing hopes of poſſeſſing her, and he 
remained by her fide a perfect u 
ſentation of deſpair. 


A very tender ſcene, notwithſtand- 
ing Nannette's ſublime propoſitions to 
the contrary, took place between the 
lovers, on their raiſing themſelves 
from their melancholy poſition, which 
ended in ſincere proteſtations of their 
inviolable attachment to each other; 
with a reſolution to await the hand of 
providence in their favour, as nothing 
elſe could bring about their union; 
and they ſeparated with thoſe gleams 
of hope, only, which in the laſt extre- 
mity, ſcarcely ever ceaſe to flatter the 
wretcued. 77 
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SIR GEOFFRY BREAKS IN UPON NANNETTE—— 


HIS ASTONISHING METHOD OF MAKING 


LOVE—SHE TREATS HIM WITH DISDAIN. 


WWE left Sir Geoffry railing at the dif- 


penſations of providence, on the 


proſpect of Nannette's being ſnatched 


from him by the deity, at the very 
inſtant of his ee to marry 


her. 


The interim, fiom his giving her 
up for loſt until he heard of her reco- 
very, he employed in looking out for 
another to ſupply her place; but meet- 
ing with nothing of the kind to pleaſe 


him till the morning. after Charles's 
laſt. 
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to it before him, was ſo. confuſed at 


his 
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laſt interview with Nanneite, he acci- 


dentally, as he was riding by the farm, 
faw the former object of his deſign 


walking through the — towards. 


the houſe. 


| Surprized at ſeeing 5 capable of: 


doing ſo, he aſked a ſervant at the gate 
after his young miſtreſſes health; and. 
being informed that ſhe was quite re- 
covered, he gave the man his horſe, 
and without any meſſage, or ceremony, . 
he directed another. whom he found in 
the hall, to ſhew' —_ the way to his la- 
dy on the „ 5 


Gam at the raſdnels and impe- 
tuoſity of his conduct, the man had not 


time to think or look about him, but 
obeyed the Knight's commands, by 
uſhering him into Hoo room, as haſtily 


as he. defired K. 


Mennette. who had uk ſtepped i in- 
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his approach, that her preſence of 
mind farſook her, as he ſeated him- 
ſelf abruptly, and addreſſed her in the 
following words tm = | 


„Sit dawn my pretty en e e 
yourſelf down, I ſay:— what do you 
ſtare ſo for Did you never ſee me 
before ? Dont you know me 2— Has 


not that blockhead, your father, told 


you of my intention to marry you? 


Where tbe devil is he ?—I heard that 


you were ſa ill there were no hopes 
of your recovery, and I never inquired 


afterwards, till I ſaw you juſt now paſs | 
through the garden, becauſe I conceiy- 


ed if there were any, your father would 
have been the firſt to have acquainted 
me with them.—You have given me 


among you, a curſed deal of trouble, 


which I don't thank you for I promiſe 


you. —T have been hurrying myſelf al- 


moſt out of my wits in ſearch of ano- 
8 and Foe all the while F find have 
been 
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vo reed fit or my y purpoſe! hy 


Wn Ay, ay, . . are 

d in fitting down, —but why do you 

look upon the 'ground ?=-Well, well, 

' /+ that's; proper. enough, perhaps; young 

maids are apt to be coy upon theſe oc- 

caſions.—D—n it though you ſeem 
to be in a titter, for all that Why 

do you get up to the window, and turn 
your back upon me ?—T don't mean to 
do you any harm—and TI think you 
ſhould pay more reſpect, young wo- 
— to what 1 . to Oy to 


Jou. 


- 


3 So--you a are ſeated again-but what 
the plague is the matter with you, that 
you” cover your pretty face with your 
handkerchief ?—why, you'll preſs out 
your eyes !--S'blood ! are you laughing 
or crying? but IJ really think you are 


28 Hughing. Am I fo. ridiculous as that 
_— . comes to ?—However, you don't __ 

| I | — N 33 | 

W | 

4 5 

3 | 

if 3 | 


ann, Hp I” 9 44140 br PA % «4 ns ge „3 
5 " * 4 _—_y_—_— 8 F 


4 - * 
' ASE TR 
e > ang nnn 
3 „ 2 
KB TINGS nn EN $4 
10 r Om at 


SIR GEOFFRY. RESTLESS, gg 


much amiſs.— Theſe ſxittiſn tricks ſet 
you off to advantage ;—they are very 
taking-you are a tight little form—and 
you will do well enough. —Egad you 
have ſpunk in you !—Don't riſe and run 
away from ; me.—Don't_ look ſo wild. 
I ſhall take no liberties with you, — 
I ſhall leave thoſe for future gratifica- 
tions, —I only. mean now to ſettle the 
buſineſs. with you that I propoſed to 


your father.— 1 require no anſwer from 


you. Silence gives conſent ; and the 


word no has proverbially no meaning 


in a lady's ſtammering out her abje&- 
tions, to what of. all things ſhe withes 
to. take !— a | | 2 


„am glad 995 you 1 under- 


ſtand my meaning: —that you are not 


afraid of me. and that you are ſeated 


in a compoſure to liſten . YRS 


to what 1 have to offer. we 


Dry 1 underſtand your father 3 is getting . 


on apace in the world that conſi- 


ä derable 


— 
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derable remains of his former broken 
fortunes, which he never expected to 
receive, are pouring iu upon him: 
But theſe things are of no conſequence 
to me:; — let him enjoy them him- 
ſelf ;—they will make him more re- 
ſpeRable as my father in law: —I can 
with more propriety honour him with 
my particular regard, and acquaint- 
ance ;—1 ſhall take you without de- 
priving _ of a ſhilling. 


1 That Jock of reſpec, which you, 

for the - firſt time ſince I have been 
here, caſt upon me, feems-to denote 
that you are ſenſible of the good in- 
tended you, and of my very great con- 
deſcenſion in your favour. But why 
do you hang down your head again? 
Why do you appear diflatisfied ?—T 


deſired you not to make any anſwer 


to me;--but I expected that you would 
have diſcovered more female tokens, 
however baſhful, of your approbation 
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of the diſtinguiſhed and ſplendid light 
in which I am about to place you, 
than you now exhibit. Your falling 


from that look of reſpect at me into 


this ſullen deportment, ſuits. yery little 
with the loftineſs of my temper: and 
ſince you are ſo unmindful of your 
duty, I will teach you better, and lead 
yan into the rudiments of it, | 


„A wife is a terrible thing for a 
man to take:—ſhe is peeviſh, croſs, 
and perverſe: — ſhe knows not what 
ſhe would have, and ſets no bounds to 


the capriciouſneſs of her humours.— 


She mauls the poor devil the has en- 
trapped; and lhe is no leſs arrogant 
than ſhe is diſcontented with the mean 
ſubmiſſions of the huſband the has 
enſlaved. 


Fut this ſhall not be the caſe with 
me, young woman,—TI ſee you are 


. beginning this fort of tricks with me 
. 


— 


— 
a 
Sz e * 
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before. you are married ;— but be al- 
ſured I will be the maſter and lord of 


my houſhold, and I will make you, as 
you ought. to os the one. to wy 50. 
m To s 5 


3 By = a? you $6 RTE 


— 1—but Ill make you cry, I war- 
rant you, when I have you, if you 
doy' t mend your manners. 


& We are moſt of us the ſport of 
your ſex, and are equally ſubject to 
your frowns, ſmiles, tears and careſſ- 
es, as they are alternately played off 
againſt us. — But d---n me, if I will 


mind the whole artillery of your arts, 


of a pin but maintain my ground 
upon the firm baſis, of your allegi- 


ance to me, and my rights as r 


fovereign? ' 


"Fog What « the Jevil are you at on 
you are. in convulſions Why do you 
ſtalk 
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ſalk about the room, and ſhake your 
frame in that manner? Why do you 
keep your handkerchief ſtill preſſed to 
your face, as though you were ready to 
burſt ?---There--- There---that's' right 
take two or three turns more.— III 
turn you o'er, I promiſe; you, when I 
get you into my poſſeſſion.— Hey day!. 
why, you are mad !-- Zounds ! how you 
fling yourſelf into your chair!-—You 
have all the marks upon you of a diſ- 
tracted perſon.- You will certainly rave 
ſoon ;---for you ſeem to be upon the 
verge of breaking into the moſt violent 
1 the heart of man can 


conceive! $4 


« Well, well,---fit ſtill.—-Its over, I 
Tee ;---and I will go.on with the obſer- 
vations I haye been muſtering up for 
your good. 


eilt is the devil of a thing I am 
about, to be ſure.---I ſhall bring upon 
myſelf, by it, more troubles than TI 
n. E have 


— _ 


Fo. 
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have; and they are already ROY to 
raffle and confound the temper of the 
moſt peaceful man upon earth,--I ſhall 
have a' parcel of children to plague 
me. -Don't ſtir,— III not offend. your 
delicacy.— But theſe things ſhould be 


thought of, you know, when a man 
enters into ſuch an engagement as I 


am going to do.—I only want one 
child; — and you, I am afraid, will be 
deſirous of having more ;--nay, perhaps 
as many as will people Warwickſhire ; 
or reeruit the armies of the contending 
peers upon 12975 nnn * i 


« Why, you are in conenliiana 


| again!—Pray fit ſtill, and attend to all 


I have to ſay.— There is nothing I fay 
or do that can properly alarm the feel- 
ings of the moſt fimple virgin.---Sa ;--- 
I am glad you ſeem to acquieſce in 


this ; and that you are diſpoſed to 


* Alluding to the wars of Ruſſia, Sweden, Auſtria, 


and the Porte: with the bloody FINGER Revolution, . 


3s Wor 41 IL - — ls s AY 15 oy 4 N. 2 hear 
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hear me out, But don't laugh. —I 
pray you don't laugh.—I cannot reliſh 
that. It ſavours of a levity of con- 
duct, which I fear I ſhall have much 
trouble to correct in you, when er 
are my wife. | 


; But, after all, I cannot help ob⸗ 
jecting to what purpoſe I ſhould pro- 


pagate my ſpecies.—I can ſee no other 


cauſe for it, except the one ef ſatiating 
the avenging hand of the deity; who 
ſeems to delight himſelf in nothing 


but blood; and the deſtruction of the 


works of his own hands.---The actions 
of all the animals upon earth, conſiſt 
of murdering and preying upon each 


_ other.-—They are armed for that pur- - 


poſe only; --and a reciprocal ſacri- 
ficing of themſelves, is the only buſi- 
_ neſs of their lives ;---and the univerſe 
exhibits nothing to our view, but 2 
dreadful ſcene of ſlaughter. The moſt 
iaviienſive animals of the brute crea- 
SL «Og tion 


* 


OO EO I ho a oe wo anne. <p ere LISA ee, 
- , 8 
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tion are torn to pieces for the ſuſte- 
nance of the more fierce and ſavage; 
whoſe : exiſtence ſolely depends upon 
their deſtroying the others!---The wars 
of man are permitted, palpably, for 
no other end than to feaſt the eyes of 
the obſerver of all things !---Their mu- 
tual happineſs entirely conſiſts in a 
peaceful intercourſe with each other. --- 
They do not deſtroy one another for 
food, as the beaſts do.— They are 
impelled to it for no reaſons but a | 
wanton ſpirit of maſſacre, that is ſuf- 
fered to rage among them ſimply for 
"ths d ee ee ee er | 


4, „ Only: has your imagination paint 

tia (fappolity you could take in at 
one view the ſcenes that are now act- 
ing among the fons of men upon the 
continent of Europe) the horrors, car- 
nage, and deſolations, that are going 
on there! Do not your eyes avert 
from them with forrow: and diſmay; 
A 3 when 
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when you muſt conclude with me, that 
they can anſwer no' poſſible end, but 


.the ſlaughter” of half of the inhabitants, 

and the ruin of the remainder; except 
the one I have intimated” before; to 
ſatiate the avenging hand of the deity; 
who ſeems to delight himſelf in no- 
thing but blood, and the deſtruction of 
the en * his own Lands! * 


8 — n taken by | 


Capes on the kniglit's entrance in- 
to her room, ſhe knew not how to 


eſcape from him; — the ſtrange man- 


ner of his addreſs to her, as well 
as his ludicrous expreſſions and pro- 
ceedings, through the former part of 
his ſpeech, exciting in her, notwith- 
ſtanding her melancholy, thoſe tokens 
of the natural ſprightlineſs of her tem- 
per, which Sir Geoffry has ſufficiently 
explained ; but when he came to the 


latter part of his obſervations reſpect- 


85 the deity, her horror at his guilt, 
| | Sg: n 


4 I — A 7 1 * 4 * 


- rouſed all che fire of her ſpirit ; and 
upon his concluding: words., ſhe ſtarted 


up with a fierce and threatening look, 
that ſtruck him into filence and aſto- 


niſhment— and, in an animated tone 


of voice, the declared: — that all the 
wealth of the Indies ſhould never pre- 
vail upon her to have any thing to ſay 
to a man, who had ſpoken in ſuch 
blaſphemous terms of the Almighty! 1— 
Then flinging herſelf aut of the room, 
with the moſt violent marks of indig- 
nation upon her countenance, ſhe left 
the knight to nere over her ä 
CE ar 1 ſuit. | 


* P 


_ Eo y bes $4 


1 


| 2 4 — 4 Vo — « 
N 


_m— 


SIR GEOFFRY RESTLESS. 103 


THE KNIGHT COMMUNICATES ' NANNETTE'S 
BEHAVIOUR TO HIM, TO BENEVOLUS.— 
THEY AGREE TOGETHER THAT SIR, GEOF- 

_ FRY SHALL PROSECUTE HIS SUIT. 


JENEVOLUS b to enter 
the hall as Nannette haſtily flew up 
ſtairs, her apparent perturbation of ſpi- 
Tits cauſed him to aſk the firſt ſervant 
he met with, if any' thing was the 
matter; when he was informed that 
Sir Geoffry had been ' with her for 
ſome time, and that he had not left 
the houſe. 


Concluding that the knight was in 
her parlour, and that ſhe had ran away 
from him, he immediately repaired to 
it, and found Sir Geoffry in a terrible 
king at her ſudden. departyre, and 

5 4 eſpe- 
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eſpecially at her words, and the vebe- 
mence with which we had uttered 


them. | T2 5 R 1 2 


As th as the knight ſaw 38 
abe he turned e a. him ay 
exclaimed j— 


* 


Ry 
— 


«A 1 5 5 affair her 1 
never was ſo ſurprized in all my life! 
1 perceived, as I was riding by this 
morning, your daughter ſtep into the 
- houſe, and finding, by my inquiries, 
that ſhe was. recovered. from her late 
illneſs, I preſented myſelf before her, 
and propoſed to. marry her without a 
Hhilling;—but, to my utter aſtoniſh- 
ment, ſhe did nothing but laugh at me 
all the while I was addreſſing her:— 
and, to ſum up the buſineſs, ſhe took 
ſuch offence at the: laſt part of my re- 
marks to her, that. in concluſion, what 
* vers do . hich: the has done 5 
59.5 1 can't tell, 7 4 Fo 4 iAs: 
2500 3 cd . „ Tlady 


8 — 


2 n 
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205 Flatly refuſed to marry me! and 
that in the moſt impudent manner you 
can conceive !— I never ſaw ſuch a 
little vixen !—d—n me, if I did not 
think ſhe would. LING; knocked my. 
head off!“ 1 ; 


6% You did not tka 1 to ther; 
I hope.” 


„Rude! no, 3 the Lord.— I bee. 
haved with the greateſt caution imagie 
nable.---I only gave her ſome good 
 adyice,—for which I got myſelf, as 1 
told you, laughed at!“ 


© What then could be 3 reaſon of 
her violence at the concluſion of your. 
addreſs? 


5 Oh TER was 1 ſome reflec- 
tions upon the only tendency of our 
propagating our ſpecies :—the which 
being nothing leſs, I told her, than to 
ſatiate the avenging hand of the geity, 

E 5 whoſe 
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whoſe ſole delight was in the deſtruc- 
tion of his works, by the laughter and 


devaſtations of the human kind, and 
the eternal wars of the brute creation 


| for that purpoſe : · when, egad, ſhe 


ſtarted up like a fury, and after de- 
claring that ſhe would never have any 
thing to ſay to a man, who: had Tpoken 
in ſuch blaſphemous terms of the Al- 
mighty, ſhe vaniſhed like a fpright 
from my view---leaving me in a terri- 
ble conſternation I aſſure you.” 


No aides Sir Geoffry, that we 


ſhould—1 applaud her for her con- 
duct; — and I hope the fright you have 


been ſtruek with, will prevent you 


from talking in the fame ſtyle again to 


her or auy one elſe.—Be pleaſed to 


take a chair, Sir, and compoſe your- 


ſelf; let us converſe ſeriouſly upon 
theſe affairs. 


8 I ſuppoſe, fir, that finding my 


daughter recovered, which it ſeems 
was 
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was by accident, you were  ſurprized 
at my never HATING SLUR you 
with it.“ 


A „I was, I was.” 


Ate bo happened, fir, that on 
my. delivering your propoſal to her, 
which I did the very day I received 
it, ſhe, to my great ſurprize, fell into 
a violent fit, that brought on a fever, 
which had like to have deprived me of 
her. I frequently, upon her recovery. 
ſhewed ſigns of my wiſh to renew your 
propoſal, but ſhe avoided them ſo art- 
fully, that I could never draw her into 
the ſubjec till yeſterday, when ſhe 
abſolutely refuſed it: and feemingly 
to me, on the very ſcore of your cha- 
racer of a blaſphemer of the deity ; 
which raiſed hg indignation againſt | 
you, on your continuing to urge thoſe 
dreadful allegations to-day, fo unac- 
countably out of all time and place. 
i ++ You 


- 


+ Sie, 


> 


108 - THE HISTORY - oF 


| - 4. You ſee, ſir, that ſhe did not leave 
= you upon any of your former obſervati- 
ons to her.—-You ſay ſhe laughed at you. 
— Perhaps ſhe might laugh with you. — 
Who knows but ſhe was exceedingly 
pleaſed? I am ſure J. have not ſeen 
C her Jmile for this many a day; — and if 
you have. the faculty to produce this 
effect in her, I ſhall be glad to ſee you 
as often as you pleaſe, for I would do 
any thing to raiſe her ſpirits, which, 
to my great concern, ſhe wo of” late 
entirely ol. 


9 1 will, sir Cie you would 

give up theſe ſtrange ways of yours, 

that make you fo much the talk of the 
country.—If you will abandon them, JY 

I am certain the neighbourhood will 

very much approve of your conduct; 

and I do believe my Nannette will 

' relinquiſh every objection to you; and 

coincide with your wiſhes for a con- 

nexion, which I declare to yu again, 


1 ſhall 
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I ſhall be happy in doing ng ue | 
in _ Frome to | eng 


1 ee whe * "Ne an ample for- 
tune, and every bleſſing which-you.can 
deſire, to be diſcontented with your 
ſituation, and to. be always railing. at 
the Lord, which J am tald you do, is 
a monſtrous act in you; and ſo ſtrikes 
the people with ſuch dreadful notions 
of your character, that I ſhould not be 
ſurprized, if you continue in. this way, 
to ſee you mobbed by. them, as you 
paſs through the - villages. — Take care 
of raiſing the indignation of the coun- 

try againſt you, in conſequence of your 
ridiculous as well as abominable liber- 
ties which you take with the: great and 
ſublime diſpoſer of all things; who is 
as entirely out of the reach of your 
calumnies, as he is utterly above 7 
ee of his ee 


Sir G. 4 Heydey l who i devil 
made you ſo wiſe? How came you by 
eu 
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your knowledge, or rather no knowledge 
of the decrees of this your ſublime 
diſpoſer of all things? I ſhould think 
your flocks, your herds, your fields, 
and the cultivation of your lands, 
were ſufficient employment for you; 
and that you had never thought one 
jot farther than upon thoſe conſidera- 
tions __ | 


B. They all St the _ of the 

Lord. — They all announce the  great- 
neſs of his power, and his goodneſs ;— 
and I wait with a modeſt hope that he 
has the higheſt degrees of bleſſings for 
me in ſtore, in recompence for any 
little inconveniences I may labour un- 
der in this life, But, fr—we muſt 
drop this ſubject at this very point. — 
Tou know my creed; and, therefore, if 
you proſecute your ſuit to my daugh- 
ter, you have had a ſufficient inſtance 
from her to know her's alſo; and that 
the. will, like myſelf, have nothing to 
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fay to you, if you do not totally re- 
nounce your pernicious tenets, as, 
likewiſe, your vicious habits which are 


the reſult of them. 


Sir G. 78 D—n me, if I don't think 
you will turn preacher, and mount a 
roſtrum at the corner of hangman's 
lane, for the edification of the clod- 
polls. But dont look ſo curſedly an- 
gry.—T'll talk no more in the way I 
have done.—Your daughter's laughing 
at me, and even her rage on her leav- 
ing me, have conjointly created in me 


ſtrong prepoſſeſſions in her favour, in- 


ſtead of any diſguſt at her proceedings. 
Whether it was her beauty, which ſhe 


ſet off to wonderful advantage, or what- 


ever it might be I dont know; but ſhe 
has poſſeſſed me with a violent inclina- 
tion to marry her. —I will go home, 
and make preparations for that purpoſe 
immediately.” 


B. „ You 


B Med know" this teffns Sir 
Gealiy 7” | he: 


ff 


Sir G. I do—You mean my never 
ſpeaking a word more upon the ſubject 
of - the deity to 1 you, or any 
pag elſe.” 


B. yo That! is what I require of you.“ 


Sir G. Suit that is what I agree 
to.—For the preſent, farewell. —I'll 
beat up youu quarters again, . e 
ſoon.“ ö 


| CHAP, 
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t ACQUAINTS HIS DAUGHTER WITH 


THE PRECEDING RESOLUTION, — HER SOR- 
. ROW, SURPRIZE' AND — 1115 


ENEV OL Us, who. had JB ck con- 


ſulting his friends upon the ſubject 


uf Nannette's abſolute: refuſal of the 
knight, and having been encouraged 
by them to proceed in the matter, 


and to wait upon Sir Geoffry for that 


purpoſe, was exceedingly glad to find 


on his return home, that the knight 


had ſaved him the trouble; that he 
had had an interview with Nannette ; 
and that, notwithſtanding her violent 


treatment of him at the end of his 


addreſs, ihe had not ſhewn any ſigns 


of 
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of a real objection to his company, 


before his follies concerning the deity, 
made it neceſſary for her to fly from 
him as a monſter of impiety. 


He, 3 the above en 
and the promiſe of Sir Geoffry, that 


he would in future entirely deſiſt 
from his irreverences to the Supreme 


Being, conceived great hopes that his 
daughter might be brought to like him, 


it be could perſusde her to admit of 


his viſits ;—The title, the large poſſeſ- 
ſions of the knight, and the elevated 
fituation to which ber marriage with 


him would advance his daughter, ſtill 


continuing to dazzle his imagination, 
and to throw into a total thade the 
vices of * man. 


f 


| Tufluenced fo the ts andere 
tions, he ſent ſor Nannette ſoon after 
Sir Geoffry had left him, and in the 


moſt pleaſant manner ſaid to her— 
| ws + Why 


SIR "GEOFFRY- RESTLESS. 115 


$4 Why, I find you have had a viſit 
from Sir Geoffry, and have paſt your 
time in the moſt merry way poſlible 
with him. The knight tells me that 
you laughed ready to ſplit your ſides 
all the time he was with you, until, 
at laſt (which he ſays he will never do 
2gain) he mentioned ſomething about 
the Deity, that threw you into a paſ- 

fon, and forced you to retire. —Well- 
Nannette— 1 never was ſo pleaſed in 
my life, —it gives me the higheſt ſa- 


tisfaction and even delight to perceive 


that he has made himſelf ſo agreeable 
to you.—A few more viſits from him, 
I fee, will chaſe away your prepoſſeſ- 
ſions againſt him.--This promiſing way 
that we are now in towards our mu- 
tual happineſs, comforts my heart, and 
gives life to all my ſpirits. - When 
ſhall we have the knight again? IT 
ſhould be glad to be of the party in 
your mirth,—for you are always ſo 
| ire ſad with me of late, that I 
pine 


. e 
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pine to ſee you once more in your fro- 


licks ;; and in./ thoſe charming ſpirits, 


which formerly raviſhed the very ſoul 
of me, and made my days glide along 
in an eee courſe of me 
—_ e 


0 as faſt as 1 8 r and nu- 
merons others, to the ſame effect, iſſu- 


ed from. the mouth of Benevolus, the 
tears from the eyes of Nannette, ran 


down, her cheeks in a deluge which 


_ her. handkerchief could not prevent 


from being: obſerved- by her — in 


ä the. nf: his career. 


On Snding R Tags to. be the =P wh 
her, he ſuddenly exclaimed— What 
the plague can be the meaning of your 


crying ſo bitterly with me, when you 


have, not half an hour ago, been 
Jaughing fo. heartily with Sir Geoffry ?” “ 


5 ah Ob! father! father!” 85 me pk 
ed, — * you certainly muſt be poſ- 
ſeſſed . 


. „„ „„. 
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ſeſſed! ſome demon muſt have over- 


clouded your intelleQs, or you never 
could think of proſecuting this buſineſs - 


again, after the pains I have ſuffered 


from your firſt intimation of it; and 


the concluſive reaſons I gave you but 
yeſterday for my refuſal!-—'To ſee you 


ſo miſtaken. concerning my conduct 
with this man juſt now, is the cauſe. 


of my tears, Your flattering yourſelf, 
from a wrong interpretation of my be- 


haviour to the knight, that I was 
pleaſed with his company, ſurprizes 


and ſhocks me -exceedingly.—No, fir, 
J was not pleaſed with his company. 
He forced himfelf upon me unawares. 
I-knew not how to get rid of him; 
and his addreſs, words, and actions, 
were fo effectually the addreſs, words. 
and actions of a fool, that T laughed at 
him, as the compleateſt buffoon I ever 
ſaw;—- but with this difference, how- 
ever, that his ſenſeleſs abſurdities are 
the reſult of - a wicked heart, and 

formed 
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formed upon the vileſt of plans ; and 
the moſt wretched combination of all 


the pernicious -maxims that can de- 


baſe human nature. He is the moſt 


incorrigible of all men upon earth.— 
For his vices are fixed—are rooted in 
his very foul :—and if he change—it 
is only from one vice to another— 
from bad to worſe.” 


« You are wrong, Nannette,” ſaid 
Benevolus, warmly.-- ** I tell you, you 
are wrong,—Sir Geoffry is not incor- 


rigible.— He appears ſo to you, only 


from your haſty determinations, and 
the violence of your temper ; which 


cauſes you to look at him through a 


falſe medium, that magnifies his follies 


into crimes of the blackeſt die. —I am 
certain, from. his laſt words, upon our 


parting, he has imbibed, even from 
your mal-treatment of him, a perfect 
paſſion for you ; which, under the in- 
fluence of your management of him, 


he 
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he will be reduced to order:— His ex- 
travagances will be corrected, and he 
will become a good man, and a very 
reſpectable character. 


„Sir“, ſaid Nannette, looking ear- 
neſtly at her father, I ſee you are 
eaten up by the very vices of this 
man :—The falſe glare of his title and 
his fortune, has deprived you of all 
paternal affection for me; and you 
mean, at all adventures, to ſacrifice 
my happineſs, and my life alſo, to this 
abhorred connexion.—Since this is the 


caſe, fir, I here throw away all the 


tenderneſs I had for you, as a father 
whom I have loved, even to adora- 
tion.—I will not marry this wretch ; 
whoſe name to utter, is a ſcorpion 
upon my tongue, and the fight of him 
a baſiliſk to my imagination! Hor- 
rors upon horrors attend upon all his 
ſteps; and rather than I would wait 


upon them as his wife, I would be- 


come 
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come a fury. and drive ens” to Te 
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75 52 «A fy! 2 an 3 in 
A great paſſion, ** you are a fury, and 


you will drive me to diſtraction !---I 


knew the fire of your ſpirit, but I ne- 
ver thought it would carry you to ſuch 
lengths, thus Were ee to perſiſt in 
bene I 165 


8 Obſtinacy! y re father! 1 
you have me marry the devil? do you 


call the refuſal of ſuch a fiend obſtina- 
cy? I knew the goodneſs of your heart, 


but I never could have . conceived, 


that that tranſcendent goodneſs would 


have been wrought upon ſo prepoſte- 
rouſly, as to force you, againſt all your 


benign principles, to enter into a 


league with an infernal agent, for the 
deſtruction of your child. 
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„ Gracious heavens! what terms} 
what epithets! to fall from the mouth 
of ſo young a creature!” 


& You oblige me to it.— I ſtand 


here defending myſelf from the graſp 
of the worſt of ſlaves the earth can 
produce; and if there are any terms 
bad enough to paint ſuch a monſter, 
you muſt ranſack the realms of dark- 
neſs for your words.—You don't know 
this man.—You will find his very rea- 
| ſons for attempting to marry me, are 
of a diabolical nature.—His purpoſes 
are ſo wicked, it is paſt the power of 
any language tc expreſs them, or to 
exhibit them' in any colouring but 
what will fade away before the Hagiti- 
ana of his e 


& Why, you fierce ad terrific little 
fury!— Your words rouſe me to affert 
the dignity of a ſather.--I cannot be ſo 
egregiouſly miſtaken in Sir Geoffry.--- 
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I have promiſed him that you ſhall | 
receive his viſits, and I will make you 
comply with my . 


ou may bring what company 
you p leaſe, but I'll be as free as air: 
I will treat him as he oro let the 
conſequence be what it may. 


Thus the ER Ee tide of the 


. contending. paſſions between Nannette 


and her father, hurried them both into 
a reciprocal defiance of each other, as 
they ſeparated to put their different 
unte into execution. 


CHAP, 
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| ANNE TE SENDS ron CHA RLES—THEY RE- 
| ' SOLVE 70 ' DISCOVER THE SECRET or 
TREIR MUTUAL PASSION. 


T is neceſſary here to acquaint the 
reader, who, although. he has had, 
before the laſt baſty ſcene between Be- 
nevolus and Nannette, many inſtances 


of the latter's fire and ſpirit, yet he 


may be ſomewhat alarmed at her fly- 
ing in the face of her father ſo furi- 
ouſly as ſhe has done, that immedi- 
ately upon her leaving Sir Geoffry, 
and before her father ſent for her on 
the departure of the knight, The re- 
ceived” and read the following note 
from Charles: — the information given 
her in it, we hope will have ſuffici- 
ent weight, to efface every impreſſion 
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e againſt her, in ws 
of the exceſlive violence of ber be- 
e | 5 


95 © Deareſt 1 


They „Among all the wicked actions of 
my brother, which have been levelled 
in ſo diabolical a manner againſt me,, 
is this his laſt teſolution of taking unto 
himſelf a wife. — 


7.2 7 
is : 
A. 


"6 The only motive 9 his propoſal 
to your | father of marrying you, was, 
through a connexion with my angel, 
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4 to cut me off from all hopes of poſſeſſ- 
14 ing! his eſtate; he having no way but 
| i | | by marriage, to do it ; as he, in the 
1 : midſt of his confuſed ponderings ſor 
5 that purpoſe, cannot fix upon any per-. 
1 111 ſon now HVIDG, in whoſe favour to 
15 N make his will. 

1 N 5 oy « By Come fatality or other he has 


3798 never heard of your recovery; — Bene- 
1 volus x not having been, with him ſince, 
Ee * | in 
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in conſequence of your preventing him 
from renewing the ſubjeR.---So that 
this glorions brother of mine, giving 
you up for dead, or at the point 
of death, has employed himſelf ever 
fince, in ſeeking for another to ſupply 
your place; and I believe he is about 
that buſineſs this morning: — having 
rode out alone, which he always does 
N that affair. 


c 1 üs this inſtant received the 
abäde intelligence, from an authority 
that I can at any time produce; and 
it ſtriking me, as you will conceive, 
iu a very particular manner, I could 
not reſiſt the ſtrong impulſe 1 felt of 
communicating the information | to you 
without delay. en e 

ef I am, every thing to you, bl 15 

Or nothing to myſelf.— 


CHARLES.” 
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; fotwithſtanding the above motive 


85 for Sir Geoffry's marrying Nannette; 


has been in the poſſeſſion of the reader 
from the beginning, he will be pleaſed 
to. recollect that it was not known to 
the parties concerned until the preſent 
diſcovery.—In conſequence, therefore, 


of ſuch a ſudden inſtance of the 


knight's treachery to the motive that 
ſhould induce a man to marry, falling 
into the hands 'of a fine, ſpirited, 
young girl, immediately before the was 
ſent for by her father, to liſten to a 
renewal of his deſires, that ſhe would 
receive the addreſſes of Sir Geoffry— 
addreſſes too that were aimed only at 
the ruin of her lover; what cauld ſhe, 
or the moſt. timid damſet in the crea- 
tion, e yr as ſhe was * the 
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ky bur in the face of a divinity, 


under ſuch. Py omar cir- 
cumſtances. he | 
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Immediately after Nannette,, and 
her father ſeparated in the laſt ſtorm, 
which the above-mentioned. incident 
had raiſed, Benevolus mounted his 


horſe in a rage to conſult his friends 


upon the occaſion, and Nannette, in as 
great a paſſion, ſent for Charles for the 
ſame purpoſe, | 2 


Her feelings took a very different 
turn from the preſent agitation of her 
mind, than thoſe which threw her into 


a fit, and brought her ta the point of 


death, on the former occaſion, of her 
ſudden diſappointed expectation of an 
immediate marriage with Charles. 
That was ſuch a violent fall from her 
towering. hopes of exquiſite felicity, to 
the dreadful abyſs of deſpair, that her 
inſtant diſſolution, would not have 
been an extraordinary event. But now 
that ſhe had recovered her health, and 
in a gieat meaſure regained her ſpirits. 


ihe had nothing! in the P buſineſs 
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to perform, but to exerciſe thoſe duties 
th herſelf, which the had a poſitive, as 
well as a natural claim to execute in 
her own defence, againſt an alliance 
the moſt enn Gene e de 
conceived. ety ny ens bd Ni 


þ 
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at 


"This 3 bo her . was 
perfectly in her own way. She that 
had rouſed the placid Charles to wreſt 
bis rights from a vile brother, and 
made an hero of him, was not of a 
temper to he forced into the arms of the 
offender, whom {ſhe had been the means 
of chaſtiſing by the hands of another. 
No — ſlie now reſumed the former vi- 
gour of her mind. She threw away all 
confiderations.. concerning. her father's 
anger and his threats, and ſhe flew inte 
the arms of her lover, as he entered 
herr parlour, with the eee of 
an overheated maine. WE i e 
enn doit 
As ſoon as = 1 had warmbs 
 Embraced each other, and were ſeated 

| | in 
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in ſome degree of compoſure,” Nan- 
nette exclaimed — Oh! my dear 
Charles, your note came at the moſt 
lucky moment conceivable.— It came 
juſt between two attacks which I have 
ſuſtained this morning; the latter of 
which, I don't know how I could have 
ſupported without it.—You have ſtep- 
ped in to my relief, as effectually as bs 
did to yours, on a former occaſion. — 

You have empowered me now to re- 
fiſt my father's ſtrong inclination to 
make me marry your odious brother, 
with ſuch a warrant, that he will be 


aſhamed any more. to perſecute v me: 


with the matter.” 


© What can this mean 29 bid 
OC. 

3 Why, I have bad a wißt s your, 
der he forced himſelf upon ome 
unawares ; and I was obliged to hear. a 
monſtrous deal of Eper erg before I. 


n . Df Re could! 


could get away from him. It was at 
this tithe, when J ran up ſtairs to my. 


room, that I was followed by my maid 
with your note; and before I could 


well read it, or at leaſt, in my con- 


fuſion, underſtand the ſhocking con- 
tents, my father ſent for me down, 
and preſſed me upon this hateful match 


ſo ſtrongly, that, rouſed by your intel- 


ligence, I, in the heat of my indigna- 


tion at the knight, loſt that mitigating 
reſpect ſor my father which would on- 


ly have prolonged the horrid buſineſs ; 


and 'I contended fo warmly with him 


at laſt, that we have ſeparated in a Peer | 


fect rage with each other.“ 


125 Lori bleſs me !“ ſaid Charles 


Ks what ſtrange events are theſe !-- How 
came my brother to find you out? — 
For it is true, what 1 ſaid in my 


note, that he had given you up for 
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„Here Nannette acquainted Charles 
with all the particulars of the affair, 
as contained. in the two laſt chapters. 


After this account had been ſettled 
between the lovers, they proceeded to 
conſult each other, how Nannette was 
to defend herſelf againſt the threaten- 
ing ſtorm of Sir Geoffry, aided and 
Gppgrted by Benevolus himſelf. 


Charles appeared Jifident of diſclo- 
| ſing his brother's degrading motive to 
Benevolus, for the marriage of his 
daughter. — He was for thifting that 
matter off for a while, by palliatives ; 
as he conceived the diſcovery would 
only ſet the knight upon other ſchemes 
and more deciſive ones to his preju- 
dice.—And Benevolus, not having as 
yet been reconciled to the offence he 
had taken againſt him, he was the 
more fearful that the diſcovery would 
* to his diſpleaſure, inſtead of ſet- 

F 6 * 
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ting it aſide; and make a confirmed 
anemy of him, as well as his brother, 


as he ſeemed ſo ſtrongly attached to 
the union, which he now appeared * 


folitely” reſolved Fon 51 ta 


25 Nah aber e theſe.'c cir- 


cumſtances in her mind, which ſeemed 
probable enough to happen on the 
firſt view of them, declared herſelf, 


however, to be in ſuch a ſituation now 


that ſhe could not think of extricating 
herſelf from, by à Prevarication, that 
would in the end, turn out exceeding- 
ly to her diſhonour.—*No—Charles,” 
tlie ſaid, though I' may loſe you, as 
well as my father, T will proceed upon 
the ſtrict lines of my duty to myſelf, 
and to my character. — It is neither a 
crime in me to- love you; or to- reject 
your brother; let the world think of 
it as it likes; -and, at all events, this 


diſcovery of your brother's motive for 


N to d marry me, as well as my 
; 1 tis ts $I. 14 $548 "90 
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fixed reſolution to marry no one but 
you, ſhall be made the firſt time I am 
üben * upon the ſabjed.” | 


$6 Gracious heavens”. cried. Charles, 
63, aner know not what you are about! 
At this one ſtroke you will blaſt all 
our hopes !—You will ſtrike the knight 
into an inſtant determination to make 
his will in favour of the. firſt. perſon 


he meets — and your father will dis- 
miſs me utterly from the houſe! I 


| ſhall never be ne to n ou 
_— The | Tis Treo? 
e 0 
Sag *& x "Ag own. ee an are 
concluſive with me. —I would ſooner 
be deprived of the ſight of you for 
ever, than to continue ſeeing you ano» 
ther day, in the perplexed and diſ- 
treſſed way I have done. — This blow, 
Charles, that you ſo much dread, ſhall 
decide our fate. I care not for your 
brother's fortune. It is a very diſtant 

hope, at beſt, for you to think of.” 
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4+ Rut what elſe, but a ſhare of it at 
leaſt,” ſaid Charles, will obtaiu your 


father's conſent to our nuptials?“ 


. 4 Don't: talk of nuptials, Charles; 


they are at as great a diſtance, per- 


haps, and as uncertain as that ſhare 
you ſpeak of, reſpecting your brother's 
- eſtates; which now is mne out of 
17 e | 


11 


LY On Sues for each. —8 8 


which J have all along endeavoured 
; with ſo much caution. to prevent a diſ- 


covery of, is arrived to a criſis, and 
muſt be explained, — The violence of 
the knight's ſuit, and the determined 
reſolution of my father to ſupport him 
in it, makes it abſolutely neceſſary for 
us to put an end to the buſineſs, by A : 
un declaration of our paſſion. 

* We e e the knight in- 1 
_ awa *, whaſe hateful 4 
dreſſet 
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dreſſes I would ſacrifice-my life, rather | 
than Aten to them a moment. 


« * . er e Chaos. . 
though my father is a miſtaken and a 
miſled man, he is a good one. — He 
will be aſtoniſhed and confounded at 
firſt at this diſcovery; and, very likely, 
will be exceedingly haſty upon the oc- 
caſion.— But then, my dear Charles, 
will he not be ſet right, with reſpect to 
the cauſe of your lukewarm behaviour 
to him, which has made him ſo ſhy of 
you ever ſince?— Will he not, when 
ne begins to cool and reflect upon the 
troubles our loves have occaſioned in 
our breaſts, and what pains we have 
taken to hide them from his obſerva- 
tion until he thus forces us in our 
own juſtification to declare them, have 
every reaſon to pity, if not approve 
of our flames? 1 don't mean to aſk 
his uten. = — 


4 NO 


f ane nnen not e a "wind 
gar to your arms, —and that give me 
leave to declare in the preſence of 


your father, ſince you are, I ſee, un- 


alterably fixed in this reſolution. ou 
are loſt to me, Naunette, and I am 


undone.—I have nothing to ſolace my- 


felf now, but the melancholy reflec- 
tion, that I was once beloved by 


you ; by the ſweeteſt, the moſt bea 


| Er. creature earth!!! 

3 S mer 

„ kyei- for en Charles Don't 
gk into deſpair! Who knows what 
turn things may take *— My genius 
calls upon me to go through with the 
purpoſes 1 intend.— Something whiſ- 
pers me, they will procute me an un- 
foreſeen happy event.— They will aſſur- 
edly;/at leaſt, relieve me from my pre- 
ſent perplexities. And as any change 
cannot be worſe than the ſituation 1 


am. in, 1 am determined 1 to * — 
PO Have 


— 
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Have your proof ready, Charles, to 
confront your brother. — Bring the per- 


ſon before his face, to charge him with 
the cruel motive for attempting me. 


IJ will prepare myſelf. for this battle of 


r r e rr 


{a 


words, with a courage. which however 


brilliant, it ſhall not diſgrace _ xs. 


thackled: Nee rer as 1 am. 


Eh But chat 420 may not wy at 1500 


winds, to no purpoſe, I will reſerve 


my ſpirits for the arduous taſk I am to 
execute. A taſk, which I call upon 
you to ſupport me in; and I defire you 
will not fail flying to me upon the firſt 
ſummons I fend for that PIG 


py 


A Oh! my . my Nen 


exclaimed Charles, you have raiſed 


me up again to undertake any thing 
you command. When do you think 
this terrible trial will happen?” | 


« To morrow, "moſt likely.— We. 


maſt part now, Charles,---I would not 
have 


13% THE HISTORY OF 
have my father find you here, until 


you appear before him in the character 


of my profeſſed lover, — the object of 
my choice. and the youth that I will 


ae — die an old mold” 


This laſt merry hint * Charles 
to ruſh into her arms; and many warm 
careſſes enſued, before they could ſe- 
parate to prepare themſelves for the 
gathering ſtorm. 
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PREPARATIONS FOR THE DISCOVERY or THE 
PASSION OF THE ' LOVERS, — IN WHICH 


' THE GLORIOUS LIMB OF THE LAW, Ar- 


PEARS UPON THE STAGE OF ACTION. 


T was the attorney, whom we have 
fſtyled the glorious limb of the law, 
in conſequence of his firm ſupport of 
Charles, concerning the codicil to the 
deceaſed knight's will, which Sir Geof- 
fry had made the abominable attempt 
to fet afide, who gave the information 
reſpecting the latter's wicked motive 
for marrying Nannette. 


lle had heard of the-knight's pranks, 
which had brought him into ſo many 
abſurd ſituations ; as alſo of his propo- 
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fal to marry Nannette, and her nd 
and ſickneſs which followed. He bad 
likewiſe heard of her recovery, and 
the probability of the knight's attack 
upon her again; but he had not heard 
of his motive, till the very morning he 
imparted it to Charles, with a ſtrict 
injunction to him to acquaint Nannette 
with it, in order to prevent her from 
becoming an inſtrument in furthering 
ſuch an abhorred ſcheme, and ſo. re- 
e ne to herſelf. be 
It was to this 8 that Charles 
immediately repaired, on his laſt de- 
parture from Nannette, and to whom 
he now revealed the ſecret of his paſ- 
ſion for her, and the return be had 
met with from that lady; as alſo her 
fixed reſolution, to make known her 
affection, on another attack in favour 
of Sir Geotfry, which ſhe expected 
would happen in the courſe of a day 
or two; and 1 aided and Ripporten 


wa he pr fath er. 
Aſter 
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After Charles had explained all the 
other circumſtances. relating to this 
affair, which the reader is acquainted 
with; the glorious limb of the law, 
praiſed in high terms the ſpirit of 
Nannette; lamented the ſituation of 
the lovers; — but, at all adventures, he 
declared. that Nannette was right in 
her determination; and that he would 
do every thing in his power to ſerve 
a cauſe, that required the ableſt aſſiſt- 
ance to bring to 2 thing n 
6 8 iſſue. 


It now getting 3 the n of 
dinner, Charles dined and ſpent the 
| afternoon with the attorney; towards 
the cloſe of which, he received the 
following note from Nannette. 


0 Dear 0 


This ig a buſy day: ; it bas ade 
forth two deſperate attacks which 1 


have ſuſtained, that you know of, the 
; | 1,55 54 3006/7 
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friends 1 to be of the N 
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one from your brother, and the other 


— my father; as well as the tender 
ſcene that paſſed between us before 


you took your leave of me to get ready 
your proof againſt the knight. To add 
to this rapid train of events, my father 


is juſt now returned, and has given me 


to underſtand, and in a very poſitive 
and commanding manner, I aſſure you, 
that he expects I ſhall do the honours 


of the table, as he calls it, to morrow 


at two o'clock : and to behave myſelf 
very reſpectfully to his viſitors—Sir 


Geoffry Reſtleſs ! and two others of 
his friends. 


Fired for I was not afraid at 


this laconic ſtyle. and manner, TI repli- 


ed quickly upon him, —that as theſe 
viſitors, I ſuppoſed, were to come up- 
on a particular buſineſs which greatly 
concerned myſelf, it was but juſt 


that I ſhould have ſome of my own 


He 
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% He heard me and looked at me 
ſternly—yet with ſome ſmall degree 
of complacency: and, at laſt, turning 
himſelf about in a poſture to depart, 
he ſaid © I know not what friends you 
can poſhbly have ſo proper and: ſo 
great as your father, — However, invite 
whom you pleaſe—I cannot deny your 
requeſt.”---So ſaying, he left me to 
conſider of his words; which of courſe 
excited me without delay to ſend you 
this information; ' and to deſire your 
and your friend's company to ona 
to-morrow, 


I need not ſay any more—except 
that the more my father preſſes me up- 
on this affair, the leſs veneration I feel 
for him, and, therefore, I find that I 
can withſtand his violences with more 
reſolution, than I could have done his 
com ne 


Fou are every thing to your 
N ANNETTE.“ 
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The above note found Charles with 
the attorney, in conſequence of his de- 
firing Nannette, on bis leaving her, 


that if any thing bappened before 


night, ſhe would ſend to him at this 
_ 


Th 72 intelligence. fon Nan- 
nette, the attorney ſent for a gentle- 


man in the neighbourhood, of whom 
he had received the account of Sir 


Geoffry's motive for . marrying, to ſup 


and ſpend tlie evening with him. 


During the time of which, Charles 

was made acquainted with the particu- 
Tu of the affair, and a plan was form- 
ed by the Party, in what manner they 
ſhould proceed in their defence of the 
ſpirited Nannette, and the puniſhment 
of the knight. — For though it ap- 
peared to the attorney and the gentle- 


man, a very delicate circumſtance for 


them to * in the private con- 
cerns 


SIR GEOFFRY RESTLESS, 245 


cerns' between a father and his daugh- 
ter; yet, ſituated as Nannette was, 
they were reſolved to run the riſk of 
their reputations, by ſtepping in to her 
relief, let the conſequences be what 
they might. And notwithſtanding they 
concluded that Sir Geoffry had a poſi- 

tive and a natural right to marry 
whom he pleafed, without any conſi- 
derations about his brother; yet, as his 
motive for fo doing was expreſſly and 
decidedly levelled at Charles, with no 
other influence whatever, 'they looked 
upon that, which otherwiſe would have 
been juſtifiable, as a crime of the 
blackeſt die; and they were deter- 
mined to expoſe the offender before 
Benevolus and his friends: And they 
ſeparated under a promiſe to Charles, 
to accompany him the next day for 
that Purple. 


Before Obarles went to his HG 


home at Sir Geoffry's, he ſent by a 
"VOL. If. G ſervant 
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fervant of the attorney, a note to 

Nannette, acquainting her with the 
preceding. reſolutions, and the com- 

pany he ſhould bring with him to dine | 
th her on the morrow. 


8 The news 4 this reſpeRable hos 
2 in her cauſe, raiſed her ſpirits 
into a flame of exceſs, that had a ſtrik- 

ing effect upon her actions. Her fa- 

| ther had gone to meet his friends at 
Sir Geoffry's, immediately after his 
Announcing- to her. his intention of 

obliging her to be of the party the 

next day at table with the knight, 

and his adviſers, to promote her re- 

ceiving him as N lover: 


Benevolus not baving 3 from 
Sir Geoffry s, at the time ſhe received 
Charles's note (for, indeed, he did not 
arrive before ſhe retired to her bed- 
chamber) gave her a little breath, be- 
tween ebf violences that had been, 


9 rj | | and 
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and were to be offered to her, to con- 


fider farther on her preparations" to 


defend herſelf. But Nannette rarely 
reflected much upon any thing. Her 


thoughts and deciſions were equally | 
rapid. Tt was with her, according to 


the ſimple adage,.— No ſ6oner ſaid 
than done.” So that this fprightly 
nymph, was at once ſo compleatly 
confirmed in her reſolition, by the 
above intelligence from Charles, that 


ſhe walked about her parlour, in an 


Attitude expreſſive of the extreme of 
that kind of extacy which is the effect 
in great ſouls, urged by ſtrong paſſi- 
ons, upon the eve of any hazardous. 
enterprize, wherein all the exertions 
of the mind, are ſummoned into ac- 
tion, and their fate calls aloud for 
their determination of it. 


| Eager for the onſet, and ſimulated 
by the juſtneſs of her cauſe; ſhe flew 


into any extravagances of geſture, 
G 2 and 


g HISTORY.//OF- 


and expreſſions, She: withed the time 


annihilated that muſt elapſe before ſhe - 
was to be brought to, what ſhe con- 


ceived as a culprit, the bar. But re- 
collecting, at laſt, what ſhe had ſaid 
to Charles, that ſhe muſt reſerve all 
her ſpirits for her trial, ſhe endea- 
voured to aſſuage the tumult in her 
mind, by applying her attention o 
her forte Hang. 2 | 


- Muſic, 1 — ſoftener. "of the paſſions, | | 


ſoon allayed her troubled emotions; 


and with that mixture of comfort 


which hope, dear hope, always ſteps 


in to relieve the afflicted . ſhe 
retired to her bed, and turned all her 


thoughts of to morrow's buſi neſs, into 
pleaſing. meditations upon Charles. 


Charles, on bis arrival from the at- 
torney's to his brother's,. found that 
Sir Geoffry was in high. glee with 


Benevolus and his friends. - So that, 


after 
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after amuſing himſelf with a pipe in 
the blue parlour, which, as before- 
mentioned, he always kept for his 
own uſe, and ſeldom concerned him- 
ſelf about his brother or his company, 
he went to bed in the ſame ſtate of 
mind as his charmer; and the regions, 
and the ſoft-breathing murmuring of 
the zephyrs, ſeemed to be in uniſon 
with the feelings of the lovers, and 
to waft their mutual wiſhes to each 
Aber. F 
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4 TUMULTUOUS SCENE, IN WHICH SIR 
GEOFFRY Is DRIVEN OFF THE FIELD. 


"HEN Nannette aroſe in the morn- 
ing, the delicacy of her ſex, 
which, notwithſtanding. all her fire, 
ſhe poſſeſſed in as high a degree as 
the moſt timid virgin upon earth, took 
place of every other conſideration. 


That amazing firmneſs, which, in the 
heat of her mind, ſhe had diſcovered 


throughout the whole proceſs againſt 


her, was greatly ſhook, and diſorder- 
ed, upon the near approach of her 
being driven to the neceſſity of avow- 
ing her flame for Charles, in 2 pub- 


lic a manner. 


G4 - = 
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Thoſe nice and amiable feminine 
feelings, which are ſo delightful in the 
behaviour of young ladies, when they 
are forced to give, even a ſeeming 
reluctant aſſent to the tremendoug 
confeſſion of their love, now, for the 
firſt time, occurred to the beautiful 
Nannette; and her bluſhes and confu- 
fion at the thought of the dreadful 
predicament, her haſty reſolutions had 
drawn her into, would have urged her 
to fly from her engagement, and ta. 
hide herſelf any where, to avoid the 
enſuing ſcene; had ſhe not been ſup- 
ported by the firſt of agents in the 
buſineſs and exploits of. the l 
| Jet rigy, nds 


As the manners = — of this 
8 of encouragers of young ladies, to 
ſtand the brunt of the moſt dreadſul 
trials in the affairs of Jove, are ſo much 
upon record, we will ſpare the reader 


the : trouble of perubng the detail of 
our 
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our ſub-heroine's arguments and ha- 
rangnes to her miſtreſs upon this occa- 
ſion.— Suffice it to ſay, that ſhe ſo far 
fucceeded with Nannette, that ſhe kept 
her at home, and dreſſed her in her 
gayeſt attire, to do the honours at the 
table of her father. 


Under the ptelſüre of a great embar- 
raſſment of mind, Nannette kept her- 
ſelf cloſe in her dreſſing room, until 
ſhe received a ſummons from Bene vo- 
lus to dinner. 


7 n to this ſummons, Sir Geoff- 
Ty and the friends of her father had ar- 
rived, and that circumſtance was im- 
mediately followed by the appearance 
of the attorney, the gentleman, whom 
we Wall call Square Te oes, 15 Charles. | 


128 


The ſiglit of this party threw the 


other into confuſion. Sir Geoffry won- 
dered by what croſs- accident the latter 
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ſhould have been introduced; — The 
friends of Benevolus ſtared, and could 
make nothing of the matter: and. Be- 
nevolus himſelf was exceedingly ſtag- 
gered at the circumſtance. For though 


he had conſented to his daughter's ſti- | 


pulation, that ſhe ſhoald: provide ſome 
friends of her own to. dine with him 
upon this occaſion, he never dreamed 
that ſhe could have engaged two ſuch: 
reſpectable characters as the lawyer and 
Square-Toes in ſupport of her objec- 
tions to a marriage with the knight. 
However, as things ſtood, and from a 
poſitive aſſurance which the lawyer had 
given Benevolus, that himſelf, Square- 
| Joes, and Charles, had come under an 
expreſs invitation of Nannette's to dine 
with her to-day, the two former gentle- 
men's weight thrown into the ſcale, 
Charles was admitted of courſe; and 
2 ludicrous ceremonial marked the be- 
haviour of the pany; until dinner 
being 
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being announced, they were jointed by 
the beautiful Nagnette. Et 


- Beautiful, indeed, the appeared! 
Her ornaments of dreſs, which, though 
ſimple, were in the maſt captivating 
taſte, added a luſtre to the charms of 
her perſon, that nothing could render 
ſo perfectly raviſhing, as the delicate 

diſtreſſes which ſhone in her lovely 
countenance, and pervaded all her ac- 
tions, as ſhe entered the room, made 
her obeiſance to the company, and ſeat-- 
ed herſelf at the head of the table. 


Such was the extraordinary effect of 
ber charms, that they abſorbed the 
contending paſſions among the adverſe 
parties during the time of dinner to 

ſach a degree, that mutual civilities 
paſt between them: and a ſeeming for- 
getfulneſs of the buſineſs of their meet - 
ing, any indifferent ſpectator. would 
have ſuppoſed to have been the reſult 
„ © of: 
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of it — ſo much were they faſcinated: 
by the conſideration, only, of the beau- 
ties _ UE: en creature! 


Sir Geolfiry, 25 will be ed was 
thei firſt diſturber of this RO tran- 


. 


EY On his having drank ſome bumpers 
=: of ſtingo and port after dinner, to raiſe 
his fallen ſpirits, which the phenomena 
before him had very much damped, he 
exclaimed, addreſſing himſelf to Bene- 
volus— What the devil is the mean- 
ing of ſo much company here to-day? 
AI expeted nobody but theſe two 
honeſt farmers, your friends, and here 
are three more!” And I deſire to know 
whether they are your friends alſo, — 
for I don'tygike the looks of them I pro- 
miſe you? * 


LY 


"£1 


FECL They + are not in [Veibtous,” faid 1 Be- 
bela, * they have been invited by 
my 
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my daughter, under my promiſe to her, 
that I would receive the company of 
any perſons, whom ſhe choſe, on her 
own account, to dine with me to day; 
and therefore it is, that I could not ob- 

ject to this interference, which J aſſure 
you, in my turn, very much ſurprizes 
me. — 


„ Surprizes you!“ cried the knight 
Ay, by the lord, and ſo it does 
me! —-What! are old Quill- Driver and 
Square-Toes, there, come to put in 
their claims te your daughter Who 
FE pereeive is beginning to laugh again. 
—Rut dn me if I think that I can 
be the object of her preſent deriſion, 
in ſuch a curſed prepoſterous light, as 
thoſe doting fools, who. are old enough 
to be my father!“ 


— 


Fhis rude attack of Sir Geoffry up- 
on the advocates of Nannette, diſſipat- 


ed hen apprehenſions, reſpecting the 
deli- 


755 TE HISTORY. or 


delicacy of her ſituation, as a nymph. 
who might be compelled by her father. 


| | to open the tremendous affair in agita- 
I; tion.— She inſtantaneouſly perceived 
'q that the gentlemen would ſave, her the 
1 8 perplexing trouble; and her brilliant 


eyes ſparkled, and her ſpirits appeared 

all alive, as the glorious limb of the 

law prepared himſelf to unravel the 

myſtery, that had. ſtruck Benevolus 
and his friends into ſo much aſtoniſh-- 

ment; and had cauſed Sir Geoffry. to 

fall foul upon him and his companion, 

in the manner he always exerted him 
ſelf, until he was checked, by the 

ſteady oppoſition to his violences, of 
perſons who were reſolute enough, and 

had it in their power. to chaſtiſe him 
for his e Snail 


364 No, Gr aid: the lawyer, to Sir: 

Geoffry, neither I, nor. my friend, 
are come a courting, to that moſt beau- 
| takul 1 * but we are come to 
i prevent 
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prevent her from being forced into the- 
arms of a very bad man, and to n 
N ber with a better.“ 


„What the devil do you mean,” 


cried. the knight, by a bad man, and: 


providing her with a better? Is there 
a man in the county richer than my- 
ſelf, and more capable of making a 


woman happy, by raiſing her out of 


obſcurity, and placing her above the 
reach of ſuch fellows as you are? Who 
have the impudence in the preſence of. 
her father, to ſay that you are come to. 
diſpoſe of her, when this, her father, 
has already given her to me!“ 101 


Her father,“ ſaid the lawyer, has 
no right to give her away to any one, 
without her own conſent. I know that 
ſhe would rather die than marry you. 
Lapprove of her reſolution; and I am 
come here expreſily by her: deſire, to 
ſtand her avowed friend; and to ſet 


aſide 


aſide the hateful connexion, that her 
father, I am ſorry to have found, has. 
ſo prepoſterouſly ſet his heart upon!“ 


- Benevolus, - riſing in anger at the 
laſt words of the lawyer, — exclaimed, 
++ I could not poſſibly; have thought, 
that a perſon of your character for wiſ- 
dom, and uprightneſs in all your deal- 
ings, would have run ſuch lengths up- 
on this occaſion, as to declare, not only 
that you will prevent me from diſpoſ- 
ing of my own daughter, but that you 
will diſpoſe of her yourfelf!—. Can any 
thing have been fo ridiculous in my 
conduct in this epd. as oe en 
nnn e 


— 


IE If, ar, ſaid. ao gk to le 
volus, 1 had not aſſets, as we term 
ſome kinds of property. ſufficient to 
warrant my aſſertions in the preſent 
caſe, I muſt,” of courſe, appear fooliſh 
in 17 1 conduct, and exceedingly unjuſt 


into: 
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into the bargain,— But, ſir, I have the 
goodneſs of your own heart, iu the 
firſt-place, to back me;—in the next, 
your abhorrence of a villain;—and 
laſtly, - your extreme love for your 
daughter, and Town eee to make 


her ee ha wy.” 
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8; las of a villain did you 
| fay?” cried the knight, —** Vou can't 
have the II to mean me, 


I hope.” 


* * 
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{© I poſlibly 0 not han made 
uſe of ſo harſh a term,” ſaid the law- 
yer, had it not been for your own - 
impudence, in the rude and unpro- 
voked way you fell upon me and my 
friend. — But example, fir, is a. very 
contagious matter,—Anud though the 
word villain might have been ſpared, 
and another, though -a ſynonimous 
term, uſed on the ſcore of good man- 
ners ; n ſince your very reprehenſi- 
* ble 
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ble inſolence, has drawn the word more 

haſtily from me, than I might other- 

wiſe have exhibited it, in the preſence 
of this company; I ſhall not retra& 

what I have ſaid. —And I am now 

glad it has happened ſo early in the 

affair before us. It brings us to the 
point at once. And, therefore, I muſt: 
tell you plainly, that I did mean you, 
and only you, in my. addreſs to Bene-- 
volus, where among other things, re- 
ſpecting my opinion of: the goodneſs: 
of his heart, I mentioned his abhor- 

rence of a villain.“ ; 


Z 1 6 What the devit a you mean n by: 
| J : | all this ?. cried the 2 


I mean what I ay,“  faid the 
bogen. fie | 
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j 4 6 You mean what you oh.” ae 
| claimed Sir Geoffry. Was there ever 
1 any thing ſo intolerable? Can you 


3 * laſer me, fir,” WY himſelf to- 


It | | Benevo- x, 
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Benevolus, to be treated in this abo- 


minable manner in your own houſe, 
and at a time too, that I am come to 
marry your daughter, without a. penny 
to "ING eee * 


* To tell you the 3 * laid Bene- 


volus to the knight, I am fo. ſtruck 


with aſtoniſhment at the proceedings of 


a gentleman, whom the country holds 
in ſuch. high eſteem, that I ſcarcely 
know what to think, or how to act. hy 


„By G—" did the* honeſt farm 


2 the friends of Beuevolus, © let 
the lawyer prove his words againſt Sir 


Geoffry, and we'll be d—4d if we don't 


lend a lift to. ſend. the knight home 
with ai flea in his ear. — A villain! 
prove him a villain, maſter lawyer, 


and we'll ſend him to. the devil never 


fear us. We thought we had engaged 
_ eurſelves in the cauſe of an honeſt 
mt. but if an in the wrong Bon, 


do 

2 1 
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girl. the daughter of ſo good a man, 


ſhall, have _ Mun to ron _ "We 
ene 7117 ; Sans N88" 


Sir Gealliy - now ! en _— 
and. hung down his head; and Bene- 
volus, after an embarraſſed pauſe of 


| ſame continuance, addreſſed binaſelf to 


weten in the neh ne $ 
_ It. is a Hrange piece of Adee 


this.— and very extraordinary to me.— 


I. cannot rightly reconcile it to myfelf, 
that Sir Geoffry ſhould be ſo. roughly 
treated in my houſe by any body in 
the world, and particularly upon this 
occaſion of his generous offer to- marry 


my daughter without a ſhilling; conſi- 


dering his own. large poſſeſſions, which 


would entitle him to any of the firſt 
heireſſes in the county.—1 am ſure I 


could not have ſuffered ſuch a violent 


attack upon him, without taking an 


imme- 


181. 
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immediate vengeance, from any per- 
ſon but yourſelf, —and, therefore, I 


will liſten with patience to your proofs 


of the charge you have alledged againſt 


the knight; which if you do not make 


good, I, moſt certainly ſhall, in iy 
turn, be extremely ſevere with you.— 
And, fince' my friends, in their honeſt 


indignation at the thoughts of a villain, 


vowed vengeance upon Sir Geoffry, 
ſhould you prove him one, I muſt 
take the liberty to declare, that if 


you fail in your charge, that medi- 
tated vengeance upon the knight, ſhall 


fall to your ſhare.— We will have no 
bloodſhed, or blows.— It is only de- 


cided by the fates, hovering over you 


both, that either you or the Knight 


{hall be "obliged t to 4 2 this room in 


dif, a 


LY gonad: eee it is | # milde de- 


ciſion and a very _— one,“ ſaid = 


lawyer. Tg" am afraid,” 
In | | "a 
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continued. old as 1 am, as well as 
my neighbour here, that if we ſhould 


come to blows, we have a friend in a 


corner, that would turn'the ſcale pro- 
digiouſiy i in our favour.” 
; W 4 AIST 


„Here the 8 caſt Aa filedupon 


Charles while very ſympathetic, and 


well- underſtood glances, thot . he 
lovers, * each other.. 


Well des ber ties aan,” Lai the 
lawyer — {© Your own friends, Benevo- 
lus, ſhall a& as Ne and * alfo.“ 


by Nothing can be ſo bar, ſaid the 
farmers. 


You « In the firſt place,” ſaid the lawyer, 
«I muſt draw your attention to the 
actions of the knight, previous to this 
his attempt to marry the daughter of 


Benevolus.— They bear a particular. 
"tendency to this Went. 88 are abſo- 


lutely involved in it.“ 
© Yay 


sm GEOFFRY RESTLESS, 16y 
Very well,” ſaid the farmers, 
+ well hear you.” 


„% What do you think,” ſaid the 
lawyer, of the crime of Sir Geoffry, 
in his endeavours, which are public 
enough, to ſet aſide the codicil to his 
father's will, which enſured to his 
brother, now preſent, nothing more 
than a mere ſubſiſtence in his houſe?” 


© That was a curſed bad thing, to 
be ſure,” ſaid the farmers, ** but we 
had forgot it. | 


„Do you not remember the great 
ſervices, Mr Charles has rendered his 
brother, in diſentangling him from a 
multitude of difficulties which he had 
run himſelf into, and that in the 
moſt diſintereſted generous manner 
conceivable ?” PT | 


#9 Why, truly,” faid has ee 


the country has rung with the praiſes 
| of 
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of Mr. Charles, on this very account.— 
But what have theſe things to do with 


the knight's FOG n pun, rage of 


Benevolus 7 Peet 


4, What will you think, 4 dale 
the lawyer. when I can prove to 
you, that, notwithſtanding all the ſer- 


vices rendered by Mr. Charles, to an 
ungrateful brother, the very motive for 


Sir Geoffry's propoſal to Benevolus to 


marry his daughter, has been urged 


and perſiſted in, on the behalf of the 
culprit, from no other reaſon upon 
earth, than, by the means of a con- 
nection with that beautiful creature, 


to prevent any expectations this good 


youth might entertain of enjoying his 
eſtates; he being ſo young a man, 
and in all likelihood Sen out· live t 
brother?” 


„% Why, then it ſeems by this, ” ſaid 


| the larmers, that the knight has no 


: — 


n love 
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love ſor the girl; but wants to mairy 
her to wreak an unnatural vengeance 


upon a brother, whom he hates for his 
virtues, and the ſervices Tu: has done 
| him.“ £ 


# 


„Nothing can be more truly and. 


juſtly taken up,” cried the lawyer. 


* Why, to be ſure,” ſaid the farm- 
ers, Sir Geoffry has certainly a right 


to marry, — but if you can prove what 


you bave ſaid to be his only motive for 


it, he muſt be a curſed villain indeed! 
For it is the very thing that would al- 


moſt deter any honeſt man in his caſe _ 


from doing; and we muſt now declare, 
that the gratifying, at the knight's tim 


of life, for he is no chicken, any joys 


that matrimony will afford him, could 
not be equal to the pleaſure he ought, 
and is in duty bound, moſtly to think 
of he rewarding ſo dear a friend 
as his brotlier has been to him, by 

min . a | mak- 
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making a very handſome proviſion for 
him on his. deceaſe: inſtead of his 

entering into wedlock for the ſole pur- 
poſe, which you ſay you can prove, of 
cutting him entirely off from every 


= — er 
> > 


” TIX. on ORE 
a a 


a. 
— — — ares 


—— 


— * 
_—_—_— * * - 
, 2 2 
2 
— 


——ñE— — 
We hee 
* — — — 


4 * proſpect of the met e 
=_ : - in his fortunes.” WH 

Fl 3 of CS e 
5 | A 45 5 of expedation, 3 as may 
: i | be nee: to ſit upon the counte- 
. nances of perſons peculiarly intereſted 
4 ' in the diſcovery of a ſecret, on which. 


all their future welfare, and every. 
thing that was dear to them depended, 
marked the looks and manners of the 
3 | prefent company, as Square-Toes aroſe, 
© and. prepared (himſelf to make good 


6 


1 8 the * 125 e aur, OT. the 
AM | _ e <4; 

| ol 195 I 8 take. A ride, ſaid 
1 Seu, Tec IS Warwick, in order 


to amuſe myſelf with the news-Papers 


| 
_ in the coffee-room at the inn called 
b 'f Re” 244 7 : 6 | the 
_ 2 „ | 
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the Tung.—'I was there the other day, 
poring over them in the great arm 
chair in the corner, which is my cuſ- 
tom, when Sir Geoffry, who I now per- 
ceive recollects the circumſtance, with 
two others came in; and as I am gene- 
rally regarded as a man fo intent upon 
the Papers. and ſo abſent from what 
paſſes in tliè converſation there, that 
the knight, on being aſked by. his com- 
panions, in a jocular way, how the 
devil he had taken it into his head to 
marry, after having 1 in ſo public a man- 
ner objected to the laws of wedlock, de- 
clared that he had no other motive in 
the world for fo doing, but to cut off all 
hopes that his d—d brother Charles, 
whom he hated, he faid, as he did the 
devil, might entertain of coming to 
a penny-worth of his property; for 
ſooner than that ſhould be the caſe, 
he would marry the uglieſt b—h upon 
earth, without a ſmock to her back; 
or leave his eſtates to the firſt and 
H 5 moſt 
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moſt abject beggar he ſhould * up 
in the ſtreets.“ 


„ ſtarted up, upon this declara- 
tion, and ſeized with horror at the 
baſeneſs of it, —I ſaid to him—is this 
your. motive for e . 

« Yes, d—n you, old Square-Toes, 
it is,” he replied.— “ but who the de- 
vil would have thought of your attend- 
ing to any occurrence in this room, 
but your papers ?--for I did not per- 
ceive that you were in it!“ 


„ Such a helliſh circumſtance as 
this,” I rejoined, is enough to rouze 
the dead.—I know of one young lady 
you have attempted for this diabolical 
purpoſe, and if ſhe be alive; I will do 
_ every thing in my power to prevent 
her from falling a ſacrifice to your 
moſt abhorred principles!” 


Upon 


— 
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Upon this, he haſtily left the room, 
and called me, as he went out, a con- 
temptible old prig, that he minded no 
more than a f—t; and I repaired to 
my friend, the lawyer, as ſoon as I 
could meet with him at home, to in- 
form him of the matter, the reſult of 
which has been our meeting here to- 
day, upon the occaſion.” 


A clear proof!—a clear proof! was 
the unanimous voice of the company, 
as they hiſſed and drove the N 
knight off the field. 
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 FINAL-DIS8COVERY OF THE PASSION 
O CHARLES AND NANNETTE— 
THEIR MARRIAGE. | 


HE hurry and confuſion attending 
the diſmiſſion of the knight, of 
courſe, fent Nannette in a tumult of 

joy to her parlour--- to which place 
Charles immediately followed her, by a 
hint given him from the lawyer for that 
purpoſe. There we muſt leave the lo- | | 
vers, to the agitated hopes#and. fears _ 
that prevailed in their Minds, upon | 
this criſis of their fate, while we pro- = 
ceed with our deſcription of the enſu- | 
ing occurrences in the ann 
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Aſter the company had beatedly ar- 


ae the wicked conduct of Sir Geof- | 


fry, in which Benevolus, who had reco- 
vered from his trance of eſpouſing the 
cauſe of ſuch a monſter, and ſaw it in 


all its horrid colouring, was the moſt - 


exaſperated ; the lawyer deſired that 


pipes and: tobacco might be introduc- 
ed; for that there was a great deal of 
intereſting matter, he faid, to be ſettled 

before they parted, and a pipe, after 


the laſt tumultuous ſcene, would be a 


een relief. Ps ; 


This motion being ananimioufly 


3 to, they puffed away the fumes 


of tobacco ſo greedily, that this ſoporif- 
erous amuſement ſoon compoſed their 
minds fufficiently, to enable them to 


attend to the Hollowing words of the 
HS] | 


40 1 hope, Mee PET 26 : fake the law- 


yer, we you have had enough of ſeeking 
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8 a very rich man to marry Vour 
daughter.” 


1 have,” ſaid Beneyolus.—** Br 


why are you ſo cruel as ts mention it; 
when you know my feelings are ſo ex- 


ceedingly hurt at my urging ſo vio- : 


lently this abominable match to my 
daughter, that I ſhall fcarcely be able 
to look her i in the face Scop | 


. ” - 


l! never fear, never fear,“ fad 
the lawyer, but to make her amends, 
and to cut the matter ſhort will 


you give her to the man ſhe loves, 


and a man of an unexceptionable cha- 


racter, whoſe fortune amounts to no 


more than the moderate ſum of five. 


thouſand Pounds? f 


2 
1 Py : 


The man ſhe lor” and five 
thouſand pounds! I never heard that 
Ihe was in love with any body; : and 
do 8 call five thouſand pounds a mo- - 

35 derate 


w 


_ 
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So, C 


derate din Bl; Acer you are 
getting drunk, alk don't know what 
Lp 99 5 | | 

Then it is neceſfary,” exclaimed 
the lawyer, „ that I produce my 
"Proofs. —You have ſeen, that I have 


not failed in them upon the laſt occa- 


ſion: — and, therefore, give me credit 
for only two minutes, while I ſtep out 
of the room. and 1 will bring them 

before your face.“ e | | 


* * 


ee 


This little interval was tiken” up. in 


2 ſtare of aſtoniſhment, by Benevolus. 


and his friends at each other; and a 


ſtill greater wonder, when the lawyer. 


handed into their preſence the honeſt 
. Charles, and the beautiful Nanette. | 
"« Thi glorious youth,” cried the- 


lawyer, is the lover, and the beloved 
object of = ben. og eh ever 


« And 
Lo 


mm — : 2 * 
ann 


&© And a . old Square- | 
Toes, i are five thouſand pounds, in i 
good ſound bank bills, for his for- 
tune! — throwing them upon the table. 


Tt is impollible to paint the accumu- N 
lating amazement of the parties, N 
ſuch an ane cent. 


After 2 pauſe of unütterable far 
prize, cried the lawyer, — « You can't 
think, Benevolus, that I and my friend 
could come here, to deprive your. 
daughter of a lover, without providing 
her with another? Do you confent. to 
- the match 7.2. 8 
- 1. Would oor. have: me. mall To 
| heavens! and all the celeſtial regions!“ 
exclaimed Benevolus, in recompence 
to me, or rather as a proper puniſh- 
ment inflicted on me, ſor the blind and 
cruel force, I have, ſo pre poſterouſiy, 


1. now find, to my. great grief, ſet: 
H E 


— . 4 44 $ 
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againſt the. very natual inclinations of 
my, child —-J ſee. it 'all !---I perceive 
it  all.}---and wonder: I could fo long 


have been miſtaken in. their. paſſion. for 


each other !---So many inſtances now 
Sreuningts my mind of the fact,” 


Fd 


« If we can place before you in the 
ſtrongeſt light,” ſaid the lawyer, the. 
loves of this charming couple.;--their 
mutual embarraſſments, which have 


ſo much ſurprized you; and ſet you 
right, reſpecting Mr. Charles's luke, 


warm behaviour to .you, on, a former 
occaſion, that, cauſed. you to be ſo ſhy 


of him ever ſince; will you conſent to 


their ann 18 5 — 


1 «Conſent. to- their: bs wit 16 
too poor and meager a term !—I os. 
heartily rejoice at the, propoſal !' ex- 
claimed: Benevolus. ; 


oo Ola fellows,” cried Square-Toes 
* have always a liquoriſh tooth in their 
heads 


SIR GEOFFRY RESTLESS. 181 


heads, though they may have loſt all 
the reſt. They love to ſee thoſe things 
going forward, which were the delight 
of their youthful 'days.-—-And, as theſe 
lovers are perfectly prepared for the 
conſummation of their bliſs, d---n' me 
if the wedding ſha'n't be to-morrow, or: 
III put up my bills again.“ 


This raiſing a general laugh, to 
the great confuſion of Nannette and 
Charles, who had ſtood like two ſtatues 
in a ſtupor-of aſtoniſhment during the 
proceedings before them, Square-Toes 
haſtily puthed them out of the room ; 
telling them that they would be better 
company by themſelves, and deſiring 
them to be ready by twelve o'clock the 
next day, when he ſhould bind them 
together with. ſuch a ſtrong rope, that 
no power upon earth ſhould be able to 
ſeparate them.“ 


The converſation now conſiſted of 


the information given to Benevolus. 
and 
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= and his friends, by the . who had 
| 1 received it from Charles, of the whole 
1 Proceſs of the loves, and the perplex- 
ing ſituations of the lovers; and the 
reaſons, in particular, for Charles's 
lukewarm behaviour to Benevolus, as 
y deſcribed. in the, preceding chapters; 
ſo that the warm friendihip for Charles, 
which was rooted in the. heart of Bene-- 
volus, and had only been ſtifled by a 
mere pique, now returned upon him 
with a redoubled ardour, and he felt 
himſelf my n W as all human 
r e | 


The 0 Wie eee who: 
were very rich, had been ſeized with 
that ſtrong impulſe, which inflames ge- 
nerous minds to a degree of enthuſi- 
aſm, when an immediate opportunity 
of exerciſing the divine. principles of 
bounty, as in the preſent caſe, occurs, 
ſo much and ſo truly to their honour. 
— The above Bentlemen. er g 

R N having 
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having no children, were hurried at 
ance, and without any other reflections 
operating upon their hearts, but the 


goodneſs of the occaſion, into ſuch a 


remarkable _ of liberality,” 


See- ers, though le 1256 not ap- 
peared in propria perſonæ, in any of 
the former ſcenes, and has been repre- 
ſented as a man that troubled his head 
but little with the world, had not, how- 
ever, been an indifferent looker-on, 
during the courſe of the affair before 
the reader; and his mind was very 
well prepared, by his knowledge of the 
parties, to ſtep in with the lawyer, to 
the relief of the diſtreſſes, and the 
completion of the happineſs 5 the. 
lovers. ; 


\ Theſe extraordinary gentlemen, 
whoſe ſuper-excellent characters, are 
not altogether without precedent, had 


8 the matter of the five thouſand 
pounds 
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pounds between themſelves, without 


imparting it to Charles; and every 
thing being adjuſted this evening for 
the wedding, they attended the mar- 
riage of the enraptured pair, the next 


day, with the happy Benevolus and 


his friends, amidſt a number of joyful 
perſons of both ſexes, who were __ 
ene. at 1 1 celebration. 
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THE DEATH OF SIR GEOFFRY REST- 
LESS— CONCLUSION. 


OR a very ſubſtantial reaſon, we 

have not attempted to deſcribe 
(which has hitherto been our cuſtom) 
the particulars of that wonderful tu- 
mult of the paſſions, thoſe rapturous 
joys of the lovers, on their being, with 
much preſence of mind, diſpatched out 
of the dining- room by Square-Toes, to 
give vent to their tranſports, which it 
was ſo neceſſary for them to do in pri- 
vate; where they were at full liberty, 
to pour out their ſouls to each other, 
on this ſo ſudden a tide of bliſs flowing 
in upon them at once, after they had 


. ſo many diſtreſſes; and 
had, 
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had, the moment before this happened 


to them, but a very withered expecta- 
tion of its ever coming to paſs ;— We 
have. avoided, alſo, a particular ac- 
count of the tender and affectionate 


ſcene that enſued when the lovers 


were ſent for to join the company in 


the dining-room; the paſſionate em- 
braces of Benevolus, as he claſped 


them both in his arms ;— His tears, 

and expreſſions of ſorrow, for having 
been the cauſe of ſuch dreadful afflic- 
tions to his. daughter, and his miſtaken 
violence againſt Charles:— The warm 
return he met with from the lovers, for 
theſe his manly acknowledgements of 
his errors: — Their falling at the feet 
of their deliverers :— Their agony of 
gratitude, for the amazing generoſity- 


of the lawyer and 'Square- Toes, as 
they embraced their knees; and the 
fine diſplay of that exquiſite delight 
which great ſouls feel on their doing 


noble and generous acts of beneficence, 
which 
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| which ſhone iu the countenances of 
thoſe gentlemen, on their receiving 
ſuch a reward for their ſervices :—The 
bluſhes and delicate manners of Nan- 
nette, on her endeavouring to perſuade 
old Square-Toes, to have the wedding 
put off for à time, that ſhe might pre- 
pare herſelf to go through the cere- 
mony with ſome degree of - compo- 
ſure:—and the inexorable and fixed 
determination of old Square-Toes, that 
his decree for the nuptials being cele- 
brated on the morrow, was unaltera- 
ble — Theſe, with many other intereſt- 
ing occurrences that paſſed upon this 
moſt delightful occaſion, we have omit- 
ted attempting a deſcription of, for the 
rea fon intimated above, and which we 
will now give. Becauſe we feared our 
detail of the particulars, would not at 
all come up to the picture which the 
reader, prepared as he is for it, and 
enabled by the above traits, will n 
in his own imagination. 


The 
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The now happy Charles, having 
taken up his abode with his charming 


biide, under the roof of Benevolus, 


whoſe felicity at this increaſe of his fa- 


mily, was full, complete and rapturous; 


the kuight was left totally ta his own 
ways; with a gloomy ſet of ſervants, 


that would immediately have left him, 
in conſequence of their grief for the loſs 
of their beloved Mr. Charles, which 


they could not get the better of, not- 


withſtanding their joy at finding him 
ſo happily removed, had he not ſtep- 
ped. forward, with his uſual native 
goodneſs, and perſuaded them to con- 


tinue in their ſervice. 


The little - hero Tom, however, 


355 the reader will recollect to have 


been the particular attendant upon 


Charles, during his reſidence with his 
brother, running away from the knight, 
and imploring his old friend, to take 
him into his ſervice, Charles accepted; 


and 
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and the boy ſoon became the favourite 
of his bride aud the whole family; 
in his office as the moſt faithful, dili- 
gent, active, and 1 little loot- 
man in the world. | 


Sir Geoffry having had no acquaint- 
ance, ſince that of the renowned Slim 
and Slug, but with low-bred jeſters and 
buffoons, who lived upon him; ſuch 
as the two who drew from him his mo- 
tive for his intention of marrying, in 
the coffee-room at the Tuns, in the 
preſence of Square-Toes, whom he did 
not- obſerve till he had declared it; he 
now was ſo angry with the above per- 
ſonages, for being the inſtruments of 
the diſcovery, that he turned them out 
of his houſe, on their next calling 
upon him; and was ſo out of temper 


with all the reſt, that they betook 
themſelves to fight of their own ac- 


cord; ſo that his reſtleſs mind had by 
this time nothing to do, but to prey 
upon itſelf. | 


In 
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In this dreadful fituation of a man 

vho required a rapid ſucceſſion of out- 
ward objects to keep his fpirits in a 
perpetual motion; and, in particular, 
his thoughts from any reflectious upon 
himſelf, and his own bad conduct, did 
the knight remain for a few weeks, 
without any comforts to ſooth the hor- 
rors of his imagination, or one perſon 
to look at him but with contempt and 
abhorrence; ſo much had the laſt in- 
ſtance of his guilt, awakened afreſſi the 
univerſal deteſtation of his character. 


Loſt to himſelf and the world, he fell 
into ſuch abominable ravings againſt 
heaven and earth, which as Shakeſ- 
peare, on another occaſion, ſomewhere 
ſays, were, too bad for bad report;“ 
and he was hurried off the ſtage of this 
life, in conſequence of them, by a dy- 
ſentery more effectual than the flux 
which had thrown his former friend 
Selim Slim, of precious memory in 

this 
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this performance, into a very ridicu- 
lous ſituation : and which, we hope, 


will be a warning to him againſt ſuch 


a cataſtrophe as the knigit's, that very 
probably, from his own reſtleſs pur- 


ſuits, will be his fate, if he does not. 


relinquiſh, which we hope he will, 
after this, our moſt kind admonition, 
alt his attempts te raiſe an uproar in 


this country, and become a peaceful 


member of the freeſt government in 
the world. 


Sir Geoffry Reſtleſs died the third 
day after he was ſeized with the above- 
mentioned diſorder; and which hap- 


pened on the 25th of September, 


1790, in one of the moſt dreadful 
ſtorms and rattling of the elements of 
hail, rain, and fire, that ever was 
known in Warwickſhire. 


On the examination of his papers 


by his brother Charles, attended by 
the 
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the lawyer, Square-Toes, and Benevo- 
lus, it was found that Sir Geoffry 
Reſtleſs had made no will: for, in- 
deed, he had not been in a ſtate of 
intellect, capable of doing it, from the 
time of his laſt diſgrace to his death: 
ſo that, of courſe, Charles, being the 
| only heir to his eſtates, took immedi- 
ate poſſeſſion of them; under the'title 
which he ſo well deſerved (and by 
the condeſcenſion of the king, in 
the herald's office he 7 of Ste 
CHARLES Easr, 


In order to obliterate all traces of 
the family of the Reſtleſſes, having 
lived in the county of Warwick, Sir 
Charles Eaſy razed the old fabric of 
their reſidence to the ground; and 
there are no remains to be ſeen of the 
ancient manſion :—The old avenue of 
oaks, and every other veſtige of, or 
0” to it, being N Ciehzed 


The 
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The family under the title of the 
Reſtleſſes, having been the only one 
of that ſtamp in Warwickſhire, it 


afforded great pleaſure to the ene, | 


to find it thus annihilated; as the - 


inhabitants of that diſtrict are ſo re- 
markable for a compoſure of temper, 
that the head of. it, —Warwick, the 
county town (from whence ſhould flow, 
of courſe, this placid ſtream) has me- 
rited a proverbial ſay ing. in every vi- 
ſitors mouth; — that it is always Sun- 
day there; — the ſtreets being every 


day ſo quiet, that you would natu- 
rally ſuppoſe, all the inhabitants to 


be in the churches, and that there 
was not one ſoul nen in their 


Houſes! 


Sir Charles returned the foe: thou- 


p 


ſand pounds he had received of the 


lawyer and Square-Toes, which they ap- 


propriated to a charitable inſtitution. — . 


He made the butler and the houſe- 


* keeper, : 
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keeper happy, by giving ahem: A plea- 
fant little tenement; with an annuity 


of one hundred pounds, to ſpend the 


latter part of their lives together, ac- 


cording to their wiſhes; and preſented 


liberal gratuities: to the reſt of the 
ſervants of his deceaſed brother, and 
F them e lituatians. 


He ww fixed upon a delightful foot 


near Benevolus, to build a ſeat upon; 
the plan of which is an excellent one, 


and very extenſive: and will be put in 
execution as ſoon as the weather in 


the ſpring. of 1791 will permit; and to 


which he will repair, with his bride, 


and a ſuit of ſervants adequate to his 
rank and fortune, when it will be 


ready for that PREP” 


Benevolus, on employing che lawyer 


to examine into the fituation of his 
affairs, reſpecting the recovery of a 
Part of bis . fortunes, which 


* 
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has been intimated. before, found ſuch 
conſiderable ſums of money flowing 5 
in upon him, that he has given up a 
great part of his farm to other tenants 

of Sir Charles, and has reſerved juſt 


enough for his own amuſement. _ 


Thus, with a fortune-quite-ſufficient- 
to enjoy himſelf, independently of any 
ſupport from his ſon in law, which, 
however it might be the wiſh of Sir 
Charles to have the opportunity of 
doing, would be hurtful to a gener 


ous mind, to receive, Benevolus views 


the happy proſpect before him, of an 
old age of ineffable comfort, in the 
contemplation of, a riling generation, 
from the loves. of Charles and Nan- 
nette; while the «NIGHT AND HIS LADY, _ 
are doing. every thing in their power, 
to cheriſh: his hopes; and to render the 
remainder of his days a perfect ſtate. 
of felicity. 
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